Israeli troops, guerrillas 
clash in south Lebanon 

MARJAYQUN (AP) — Israeli forces and allied mili- 
tiamen clashed with Lebanese guerrillas on the edge 
of an Israeli-occupied zone in southern Lebanon 
Tuesday, killin g one guerrilla, Lebanese security offi- 
cials said. The clash occurred shortly before midday 
local time near the village of Kfar Houna. about 1 16 
kilometres north of Marjayoun. the main town in the 
Israeli-occupied sector. The security officials said the 
guerrillas trying to sneak into the occupied zone 
encountered Israeli troops and allied milidameo of the 
south Lebanon army. Guerrillas fired rocket-propelled 
grenades during the clash, while Israeli artillery gun- 
ners combed a nearby valley in pursuit of guerrillas, 
said the officials, speaking on customary condition of 
anonymity. 



Turkish Airlines plane hijacked 

ANKARA (AFP) — A Turkish Airlines plane with 68 
! persons on board was hijacked late Tuesday while on a 
; flight from Adana in southern Thricey to Ankara, the Ana- 
| tolia news agency reported. The aircraft, a British-male 
RJ 100, landed in ttyarbakh; the main town of Anatolia 
in the southeast of the country where there is a Kurdish 
majority. The plane was seized by one man, who said he 
wanted to be taken to Iran keeping seven hostages and the 
two pilots and asked for die plane's fuel tanks to be filled 
The aircraft was carrying 63 passengers and five crew, the 
news agency said. The 24-hour news channel NTV said 
the air pirate was Iranian. It added that strict security mea- 
sures bad been taken around the aircraft at Diyarbalar. 
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In wide-ranging television interview: 

Iraq-U.S. dialogue would be welcome — King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King 
Hussein on Tuesday urged an end to 
the suffering of the Iraqi people and 
said dialogue between Baghdad and 
Washington would be a welcome 
development towards achieving that 
goal. 

“There are problems [between Iraq 
and the U.S.] that require solution 
through dialogue" the King said in a 
wide-ranging interview with Orbit TV 
and Radio Satellite Network. 

Asked whether be thought the U.S. 
was ready for such a dialogue, the 
King said: “The Iraqis want to have 
direct contact [with the U.S.] since 
1990 but the doors were not opened." 

Following is the full text of the inter- 
view: 


QUESTION: How do you evaluate 
the U -N.-Iraqi agreement? 

ANSWER: The U.N. secretary gen- 
eral called me after the press confer- 
ence in Baghdad and he thanked me 
for the efforts I have made to resolve 
the crisis and to bring closer the views 
of the different parties. I asked him if 
he was satisfied with the results, and 
he assured me that he was extremely 
satisfied. Ir was clear that the U.N. 
secretary general had refused to go to 
Baghdad until he obtains 1 a mandate 
by the five permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council lo move within 
certain parameters. I believe' he 
worked wi thin that framework and 
achieved success. Therefore I have 
great hope that we have now over- 


come this crisis. 

Q. What do you say about the U.S. 
demand that it should check on the 
implementation of the agreement? 

A. The U.N. secretary general will 
submit his report and I believe that 
there are no obstacles that cannot be 
overcome. Iraq wanted to send a mes- 
sage to the U.S. and this is what hap- 
pened The Iraqi position is positive 
now. We want to move to a new stage 
so as to avoid future confrontation if 
the agreement is implemented 

Q. Will there be a dialogue between 
the U.S. and Iraq? 

A This is necessary and without it 
the process will be obstructed If the 
Americans have certain demands, 
these should be directly put on the 


table because neither the inspection 
tp-Ains nor others can lead to a final 
end to the crisis. 

Q. Do you believe that there is dan- 
ger in seeing the U.S. as ruler of the 
world? 

A. If we want to remain friends, the 
others must understand our position 
and our interests in the Arab World 
The dialogue is continuing and the 
results so for are encouraging. 

Q. What do you mean encouraging, 
are the Americans ready to open a dia- 
logue with Saddam Hussein? 

A I believe that it is important that 
this happens. Iraq is a regime and 
there are problems requiring a solu- 
tion through direct dialogue. The 
Iraqis want to have direct contact 


since 1990 but the doors were not 
opened. 

Q. Is there a chance for such dia- 
logue? 

A What we hear from the Iraqis is 
that they want to discuss matters in a 
logical and sensible manner. The Iraqi 
crisis broke the back of the Arab 
Nation. Many losses have occurred a 
lot of blood has been shed This affect- 
ed our position. 

Q. Can you describe Iraq’s position 
towards the U.S.? 

A This is important, but I 1 cannot 
answer this immediately because the 
Iraqis are not happy with the suffer- 
ing. We must be realistic. .After all the 
suffering should be taken into consid- 
eration. 


Q. Kofi Annan gave you the result of 
the meeting, why did not Saddam do 
that? 

■ A I have not talked to Saddam since 
the start of the Gulf crisis. It is diffi- 
cult for me to talk to him because it is 
difficult to locate his place for securi- 
ty reasons. 

Q. What do you say about accusa- 
tions that Jordan supported Saddam’s 
invasion of Kuwait? 

A l only take sides towards my Arab 
Nation and the Iraqi people. The inva- 
sion took us by surprise. The aggres- 
sor party should be confronted by the 
whole Arab Nation. What happened 
pained us a great deal and was a 

(Continued on page 7) 


Security Council expresses 
gratitude for Annan’s deal 

France: Quick enforcement of accord would enable 
us to go further and lead to lifting of sanctions 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

GABONESE AMBAS- 
SADOR Denis Dangue 
Rewaka, the acting presi- 
dent 6f the TJN. Security 
Council, issued a statement 
on Tuesday expressing the 
council’s gratitude for U.N. 
chief Kofi Annan’s efforts 
to resolve the U.N.-Iraq cri- 
sis, and described the deal 
struck with Baghdad as 
“satisfactory." 

“The Security Council 
expressed its gratitude to 
him for the action he under- 
took in Baghdad which led 
to the very satisfactory 
result, namely the memo- 
randum of agreement," Mr. 
Rewaka said. 

“The Security Council 
encouraged the secretary- 


general to continue work- 
ing to enable the United 
Nations to arrive at a 
prompt and lasting solution 
to that matter." 

The Security. Council’s 
statement came amidst crit- 
icism of the deal from JLJ.S. 
congressmen prompting 


end the arms inspection cri- 
sis. 

“We have obtained 

important gains in tins 
accord. These gains are of a 
political and practical 

nature related to the ques- 
tion of the lifting of the 
embargo" imposed on Iraq 


We have to be watching very closely 
now . ; to see not just what Iraq says , 
but what it does — Clinton 


U.S. President Bill Clinton 
to promise to scrutinise Iraq 
in the wake of Annan's 
agreement 

In Baghdad, Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
said Tuesday that Iraq had 
won major gains in the deal 
brokered with Mr. Annan to 


after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait said Mr. Aziz. 

Mr. Aziz also insisted in 
an interview with state tele- 
vision that Iraq had not 
made a “climb down" by 
signing the accord on Mon- 
day, ending the four-month 
standoff over Iraq’s refusal 


to allow U.N. arms inspec- 
tors to search presidential 
palaces. 

The agreement, granting 
U.N. inspectors full access 
to the presidential sites 
while maintaining - Iraq's 
dignity and sovereignty, 
received a warm welcome 
from the U.N. Security 
Council on Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, French lead- 
ers on Tuesday held out the 
prospect of an early end to 
sanctions against Iraq fol- 
lowing a quick and full 
implementation of the arms 
inspection accord. 

Quick and effective 
enforcement of the accord 
to dismantle Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction “would 
enable us to go further and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Prince Hassan meets European envoys, 
voices relief for end of Iraqi crisis 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Jordan Tones Staff ' Reporter 

AMMAN— His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan on 
Tuesday expressed Jordan's 
relief at the successful conclu- 
sion of UN. Secretary Gener- 
al Kofi Annan's mission to 
Baghdad and called on the 
international community lo 
adopt a more comprehensive 
approach in dealing with Mid- 
dle Eastern Issues. 

“There was a sense of relief 
that the opportunity had not 
been missed," Prince Hassan 
said, referring to Me Annan's 
four-day mission to defuse the 
U.N.-Iraq stand off over 
Weapons inspections and 
spare the region the disastrous 
consequences of a fresh mili- 
tary confrontation. 

“We hope that the days 
ahead, after the agreement is 
read and absorbed, will be 


days in which the internation- 
al community will continue in 
a more comprehensive man- 
ner to look at aQ regional prob- 
lems. in a dimension inclusive 
of the Palestinian -Israeli dis- 
cussions on the one side, and 
indeed inclusive of the three 
baskets of conversation with 
Europe: cultural cooperation, 
economic cooperation, and 
cooperation in the security 
field," the Crown Prince said. 

He was speaking to 
reporters after a lunch with 
European ambassadors here, 
hosted by British Ambassador 
Christopher Bartiscombe. 

Britain, which is currently 
holding the six-month presi- 
dency of the European Union 
(EUX expressed on behalf of 
the otter 14 member states 
Europe’s appreciation for Jor- 
dan's untiring efforts in defus- 
ing die U.N.-Iraqi crisis, Mr. 
Bartiscombe said. 


‘We believe that Jordan has 
played a very positive role," be 
stated, noting that the Crown 
Prince was the only Arab 
leader who saw Mr Annan 
before his mission and upon 
his return from Baghdad. 

Me Annan briefed Prince 
Hassan on his last-ditch mis- 
sion to avert a U.S.-threatened 
military strike on Iraq in Paris, 
where the two met early Fri- 
day morning. 

Mr. Annan also made a stop 
in Amman during his return 
trip from Baghdad on Mon- 
day. 

“Jordan has played an 
extremely positive role in a 
very difficult situation, mak- 
ing it clear that [Iraqi Presi- 
dent] Saddam Hussein must 
comply fully with the UN. 
resolutions, but at the same 
time working for a peaceful 
settlement of the crisis," the 
British envoy said 


Ma’an sweep continues for third day 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 

AMMAN — The house to 
house search for weapons 
and suspects involved in 
last week's unrest in 
Ma’an was continuing for 
the third day yesterday, the 
government said. 

Speaking to reporters 
after the weekly Cabinet 
session. Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour 
said that the search temps 
uncovered explosives dur- 


ing the search for weapons 
and arrested 100 suspects, 
but several were released. 

“We have discovered 
explosives, mainly gun 
powder, which can be used 
for civilian purposes as 
well as for sabotage,” the 
minister added. 

Dr. Ensour, who is also 
the minister of informa- 
tion. said thaL many people 
were arrested during the 
hunt for those suspected of 
taking part in the riots 
which broke out on Friday, 
and resulted in the death of 


22-year-old Mohammad 
Abdullah A1 Kateb. 

Ma’an residents blamed 
the killing of Kaieb on 
police while the coroner 
established that he was 
shot from behind with a 
bullet that is dissimilar to 
those used by police. 

Dr. Ensour said that cur- 
few was lifted for three 
hours Tuesday to allow 
people to purchase the 
necessary foods and sup- 
plies. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Jqrdan, PNA 
reject call for 
Camp David 
style talks as 
‘cheating’ 

Combined agency 
dispatches 

INFORMATION MINIS- 
TER Abdullah Ensour said 
Tuesday that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamln 

Netanyahu's call for Camp 
David-style talks on a final 
peace accord with the 
Palestinians was an invita- 
tion' to “leap into the 
unknown." 

“Netanyahu’s hidden 
intention is to ignore 
signed Israeli commit- 
ments with the Palestini- 
ans,” Dr. Ensour told 
reporters. 

Israel's right-wing pre- 
mier called Monday for 
direct talks with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to 
broker a definitive peace 
agreement, even though the 
peace process has been 
deadlocked for 11 months. 

“We should sit down 
together Mr. Arafat and 
myself in the presence of 
the Americans, for example 
at Camp David in the Unit- 
ed States, to solve the prob- 
lem and reach an historic 
accord," Mr. • Netanyahu 
said in a reference to the 
Camp David agreement 
that led to the 1979 Egypt- 
Israel peace treaty. 

“We need courageous 


(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat says 
after Iraq, 
U.S. should 
do the same 
with Israel 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

PALESTINIAN PRESI- 
DENT Yasser Arafat said 
Tuesday that after the suc- 
cess of international pres- 
sure on Iraq, now “the 
United States should. do the. 
same with the Israelis.” 

"What just happened in 
Iraq confirms that the 
whole world supports the 
close and immediate 
implementation of UN. 
resolutions," said Mr. 
Arafat after a conference 
here on Palestinians' rights 
organised by the United 
Nations, the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference 
and the Arab League. 

' But, he said, Israel had 
not respected “any” U.N. 
resolutions concerning 
Palestine to date. 

“Nobody is allowed to 
break these resolutions,” he 
said. “Israel must imple- 
ment them to the last 
detail." 

Menwhile, the Arab 
League on Tuesday urged 
the United States to learn 
from the Iraq crisis and re- 
examine its policies 

(Continued on page 3) 


King receives Iranian 
deputy foreign minister 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Tuesday 
met with Iran’s deputy for- 
eign minister Sayid Moham- 
mad Sader, who delivered a 
message from Iranian Presi- 
dent Mohammad Khatami on 
the Gulf crisis between Iraq 
and the United States. . > 

The - message focused on 
the efibrtS made Mb Visain ' 
the crisis peacefully, Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. - 


The King expressed opti- 
mism over the agreement 
reached Monday between 
Iraq and the United Nations 
over arms inspections, which 
calls for the implementation 
of UN. resolutions as a step 
towards lifting die seven- 
year-old sanctions on that 
country. Mr. Sader also met 
'with HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan. / ..... . 

The .^reement was signed 
by IraqfDeputy PrimeMmis- 
ter Tareq Aziz and UN. Sec- 
retary General Kofi Annan on 


Monday. 

The agreement ensures free 
access for UN: inspection 
teams to all presidential 
palaces in Iraq. 

Earlier in the day. Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
met with Mr. Sader and dis- 
cussed with him ways to 
improve, relations between 
the two countries. 

. The . Iranian official 
expressed his '“country’s 
relief ‘ with' the diplomatic 

‘ (Continued on page 3) 



His Majesty King Hussein reoeves Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Sayid Mohammad 
Sader, Tuesday (Photo by Yoossef 'Allan) 


Yatom resigns over Misha 5 al fiasco 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
head of Israel’s Mossad 
secret service, Danny Yatom, 
resigned on Tuesday follow- 
ing a foiled operation against 
Hamas' leader in Jordan five 
months ago, the Israeli prime 
minister's office said. 

“The head of the Mossad, 
Danny Yatom, met Tuesday 
afternoon with the Prime 
Minister [Benyamin 

Netanyahu] and informed 
him of his desire to terminate 
his position," it said in a state- 
ment. 

‘The prime minister 
accepted it with regret.” it 
said, although Mr. Yatom was 
asked to remain until a 
replacement was found. 

Mr Yatom, 53, has been 
head of Mossad for two 
years. 

An Israeli commission .of 
inquiry earlier this month 
held Ml Yatom responsible 
for the foiled attempt to 
assassinate Hamas political 
leader Khaled Misha’ al in 
Amman in September but 
stopped short of calling for 
his resignation. 

The operation soured ties 
between Israel and Jordan, 
which had signed a peace 
treaty in October 1994. 

But Mr. Yatom said that 
despite his resignation he 


rejected the findings of the 
so-called Ciechanover com- 
mittee which investigated the 
Mossad operation^ 

“I don’t accept the commit- 
tee’s findings in regard to my 
role. The clear evidence that I. 
presented to the members of 
the committee totally contra- 
dicted their report" be said in 
his resignation letter, accord- 
ing to the statement 

"But I don't intend to evade 
the report As someone who 
takes general responsibility 
for Mossad activities I decid- 
ed to submit to you my resig- 
nation,” Ml Yatom wrote. 

“Despite occasional mis- 
takes, foe Mossad has carried 
out many complicated opera- 
tions that ended in success 
and contributed greatly to foe 
security of foe state of IsraeL” 

Ml Yatom's initial refusal 
to step down had provoked a 
revolt in the secret service 
and foe resignation of one of 
his senior officers, the Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper said on 
Tuesday. 

‘The Mossad is facing a 
revolt of its senior officers 
against their commander,” 
foe paper said, quoting a 
senior officer as describing 
die turmoil in the agency as 
“unprecedented.” 



Anani: Resignation is 
step in right direction 

-failure. . 

Khaled Misha’ al, meat 
. while, described Mr. Yatom 
resignation as “meaningless 
because it does not signify 
change in Israel’s hard-lin 
policies towards Arab States 
“Changes in Israeli Jeadei 
ship posts will bring n 
change to the Jewish state 
terrorist attacks against Ara 
states," Mr. Misha’al told fo 
Jordan Tunes. Nobod 
“should be fooled by this ret 
ignation. 

“It does not mean a chans 
in their terrorist policies, bt 
only in their approach,” h 
said. 

Jordan was outraged by tfi 
conclusion of the three me 
Israeli inquiry team whic 
condoned die attempt I 
assassinate Mr. Misha’al o 
Jordanian soil. 

Minister of Interic 
Nafoeer Rasheed reacted ; 
foe time foe report w i 
released by saying: -‘This is 
ne gative sign which we wi 
offer accept We win m 
allow such things to happe 
on Jordanian soil" 


By Aba Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan on 
Tuesday welcomed as a 
“step in the right direction," 
the resignation of the head of 
Israel's Mossad’ secret ser- 
vice following its foiled 
attempt on foe lift; of a 
Hamas leader in Ammanlast 
September. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Jawad Anani said 
:“Jordan welcomes the resig- 
nation if Israel perceives it as 
a step towards achieving bet- 
ter ties with the Kingckm" 

“The resignation falls in 
line with Jordan’s strong 
stance against being a base 
for conspiracy aimed at any- 
body,” he said, adding -that 
Jordan seeks better relations 
with Israel in accordance 
with the peace treaty signed 
in 1994. 

The Mossad chief, Danny 
Yatom, on Tuesday resigned 
fromhis post after an investi- 
gation in the affair found him 
responsible for the operation 
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Hamas leader tells Arafat to ease 



on Ms men, stand up to Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R'l — The spiritual leader of 
Hamas urged the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) on 
Saturday to stop cracking 
down on the Islamist move- 
ment and start standing up to 
Israel. 

In an rare interview with 
Israeli television. Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin decried Pales- 
tinian police for rounding up 
and jailing Hamas members 
in order to meet Israeli 
demands that Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat take a 
tougher stance against 
Islamists. 

“The Palestinian Authority 
is hounding the Hamas 
movement. I reject this. 


hounding, I view it as wrong, 
as unjustified aggression. It is 
an implementation of the 
orders and desires of the 
Americans and Israelis," the 
wheelchair-bound Sheikh 
Yassin told Channel Two 
Television in Arabic. 

Sheikh Yassin, whose 
movement is behind a series 
of suicide bombing against 
Israel, also criticised Presi- 
dent Arafat's administration 
for shutting down Hamas 
offices which he said had 
managed to stay open under 
Israeli rule in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

“What about the humanitar- 
ian institutions? Why are they 
closing them? The ((Israeli] 


occupation was here and it 
didn't close them. Why are 
they pressing the Authority to 
do what they never did?” he 
asked. 

Sheikh Yassin has made 
similar remarks against the 
PNA since Israel released 
him from prison in October 
but he has stated repeatedly 
that he would never openly 
confront the PNA through 
force, because such a move 
would be seen as playing into 
Israel's hands. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
held separate talks with Pres- 
ident Arafat and Ml 
N etanyahu in Washington 
last week, urging them to 
trade a gradual Israeli with- 


drawal from more of the West 
Bank for tougher Palestinian 
security actions, including an 
assault on Hamas. 

The movement is implaca- 
bly opposed to dealings with 
Israel and views the PNAs 
aim to found an independent 
state limited to the West Bank 
and Gaza as a betrayal of his- 
toric Palestine. 

At the beginning of the 
interview, the Israeli journal- 
ists held up photographs for 
Sheikh Yassin to see of 
Israelis killed and mutilated 
in Hamas bombings. 

Sheikh Yassin said the pic- 
tures pained him but accused 
Israel of committing similar 
atrocities against Palestinians. 


PLO’s highest body 
to discuss charter - 


may meet 
- official 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
PLO's highest executive 
body may meet soon to detail 
parts of the PLO Charter 
which have been annulled in 
a bid to satisfy Israels 
demands that the document 
be purged of references to its 
destruction, a Palestinian 
official said Saturday. 

“A call may be made for 
the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee to convene in order to 
clarify the 1996 decision by 
the Palestine National Coun- 
cil on the amendment of the 
charter." said a statement by 
Palestinian International Co- 
operation Minister Nabil 
Shaath. 

The statement did not say 
when the session of the 18- 
memher Executive Commit- 
tee. the PLO's highest execu- 
tive tody, could be held. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
demanded the charter be 
rewritten to eliminate refer- 
ences to Israels destruction 
as one of a number of pre- 
conditions to conducting a 
promised troop withdrawal in 
the West Bank. 

But his government has 
rejected "clarifications" on 
the charter made by Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
last week, which would most 
likely be considered by an 
executive committee session. 

The Palestine National 
Council i PNC*, considered 
the PLO's “parliament," met 


in April 1996 and made a 
general declaration that all 
clauses in the 1968 charter 
which contradicted the peace 
process were annulled 

That was enough to satisfy 
then-Israeli prime minister 
Shimon Peres. 

But Mr. Netanyahu has 
insisted the specific changes 
be made and in a bid to satis- 
fy his demands, Mr. Arafat 
specified the articles which 
had been changed in a letter 
he gave to U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in Washington on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Netanyahu's govern- 
ment said the letter was not 
enough and demanded the 
669-member PNC be recon- 
vened to write specific 
changes. 

Mr. Arafat's letter to Mr. 
Clinton listed 12 out of the 
charter's 33 articles which 
had been annulled by the 
1996 PNC decision and 
another 16 which were “ par- 
tially annulled." 

The annulled articles fea- 
ture the fiery revolutionary 
rhetoric of the 1960s calling 
for an “armed struggle" to 
liberate Palestine and calling 
Zionism, the founding move- 
ment of Israel, a "racist and 
imperialist” philosophy. 

Notably, the letter specifies 
articles nine. 10 and 21 as 
eliminated. “Armed struggle 
is the only way to liberate 
Palestine. Thus is it is the 
overall strategy and not 


am- 


merely a tactical phase/ 
cle nine reads. 

“Commando action consti- 
tutes the nucleus of the Pales- 
tinian popular liberation war. 
This requires its escalation, 
comprehensiveness and the 
mobilisation of all Palestin- 
ian... efforts... in the armed 
Palestinian revolution." arti- 
cle 10 reads. 

Article 21 reads: “The Arab 
Palestinian people, express- 
ing themselves by the armed 
Palestinian revolution, reject 
all solutions which are substi- 
tutes for the total liberation of 
Palestine.” 

It also annuls a clause call- 
ing Zionism “racist and 
fanatic in its nature, aggres- 
sive, expansionist and colo- 
nial in its aims and fascist in 
its methods” and insisting the 
1947 partition of Palestine 
and subsequent creation of 
Israel are "entirely illegal." 

Also eliminated are clauses 
calling on Arab countries to 
give military and moral sup- 
port to the "armed Palestinian 
revolution" and denying that 
Jews constitute an “indepen- 
dent nationality" of a “single 
nation.” 

The letter does not specify 
the “partial” changes made to 
the 16 other articles, none of 
which call directly for armed 
struggle or the elimination of 
Israel. 


Arafat to 
meet with 
Morocco’s 
King Hassan 


RABAT (R) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat arrived 
in Morocco on Saturday to brief 
King Hassan on his visit to 
Washington. 

“My visit to Morocco aims to 
brief His Majesty King Hassan 
on my latest talks in Washing- 
ton which unfortunately were 
not conclusive." President 
Arafat told reporters at Rabat 
anport 

Mr. Arafat, who arrived on a 
Saudi plane, said : ‘The talks in 
Washington brought no solu- 
tion to the deadlocked peace 
process because of Mr. (Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin) 
Netanyahu's position." 

President Arafat was expect- 
ed to meet King Hassan at the 
royal palace in Rabat later on 
Saturday, a Moroccan official 
said. 

King Hassan is die chairman 
of AI Quds (Jerusalem) Com- 
mittee set up by Islamic coun- 
tries to back Palestinians in the 
Holy City. President Arafat and 
Mr. Netanyahu held separate 
meetings in Washington in the 
past week with President Bill 
Clinton who tried but failed to 
jump-start the stalled Middle 
East peace process. 

Mr. Arafat, at a Washington 
news conference on Friday, dis- 
missed an Israeli troop with- 
drawal offer as “peanuts." 



PRAYER SERVICE: An Iraqi woman prays Saturday while holding her child, as another woman wail* left, at 
the Um Al-Toubol Mosque in Baghdad. The prayers, organised by the General Federation of Iraqi Women, 
called for an end to the threats and embargoes against their country (AP photo) 
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Arab rights group calls 
for independent probe 
into Algerian massacres 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Algerian 
government should allow a 
“national independent and impar- 
tial investigation" of recent mas- 
sacres in which hundreds of civil- 
ians are reported to have been 
killed, a pan-Arab human rights 
caganisanon urged Saturday. 

“It may be possible to justify 
rejection by the government and 
many national bodies of the prin- 
ciple of an international investiga- 
tion, for fear of international inter- 
vention or internationalisation of 
the issue." said a statement from 
the Arab Organisation of Human 
Rights (AOHR) based here. 

But “it remains necessary to 
undertake a national independent 
and impartial Investigation '"of 
these massacres,and to expose the 
identities of the perpetrators so as 
to enable their prosecution, trial 
and ending the acts of violence." 

Algiers has rejected a chorus of 
calls for an international inquiry 
into the massacres, in which hun- 
dreds of civilians are reported to 
have been killed in the last few 
days alone, saying it would be a 
violation of its sovereignty. 

Algiers insists the massacres are 
the work of “terrorists." its normal 
term for members of the Armed 


Islamic Group (GIA>. which has 
fought die government since die 
cancellation of parliamentary 
elections in 1991 

But foreign observers have said 
some of the massacres have been 
perpetrated near large military gar- 
risons and have suggested that the 
government has bam at very least 
negligent in preventing them. 

The AOHR said it was "greatly 
concemecL. by allegations of the 
reluctance on the part of the 
authorities to intervene for the pro- 
tection of civilians in a number of 
massacres, notably chose that took 
place near army and security force 
bases." 

It said it was also worried by 
allegations "of involvement of 
self-defence militias in widening 
die scope of the massacres ” 

A government-sponsored 
human rights organisation in 
Algeria, die National Human 
Rights Observatory, has accused 
international human rights organi- 
sations. notably Amnesty 
International of inciting attacks 
on the army and police by urging 
"armed rebel groups" to slop tar- 
geting civilians. 


At least 23 dead in recent Algerian attacks — papers 


1.GIERS (R) — At least 23 
ivilkiift. including a father and 
'.o vtis aged 10 and 15. were 
tiled by gunmen and bombers 
i Algeria, residents and news- 
npers said oti Saturday. 

Five bombs exploded in 
Jgtcrs. in the garrison town of 
lida 50 km to the south, and in 
eul' city, 220 km east of the 
ipital on Friday, killing eight 
wple and wounding 16. the 
aily Libene said 
Sk-urity forces had earlier 
tid ihree hombs exploded in 
igiers and Blida on Friday. 


killing one civilian and wound- 
ing 10. It said two alleged 
bombers also died in one of the 
blasts. 

Attackers cut the throats of 
seven civilians on Friday night 
in Telagfa area in Sidi Bel Abbes 
province. 370 km west of 
Algiers, residents in the area 
said 

The assailants also wounded 
seven people, they added The 
residents, speaking by tele- 
phone on Saturday, gave no fur- 
ther details. 

Libene said eight gunmen 


wearing government guards 
uniforms killed three peasants 
in Beni Messous district in 
Algiers on Friday night. 

The gunmen, two of them 
aimed with Kalashnikov assault 
rifles, told the villagers before 
the killing that they were mem- 
bers of the government commu- 
nal guards carrying out a rou- 
tine patrol the paper quoted one 
survivor as saying. 

They also wounded another 
peasant, it said. 

The daily evening Le Soir 
d’AJgerie put the death toll 


from that attack at eight Beni 
Messous was the site of a mas- 
sacre on Sept 5 in which at least 
49 civilians were killed 

Uberte said assailants killed a 
man and his two sons, aged 10 
and 15 years overnight Wednes- 
day -Thursday in Haouch Al 
Messaoudi village in Medea 
region. 70 km south of Algiers. 

They also wounded his wife 
and 12-year-old daughter and 
abducted their two other daugh- 
ters, aged 16 and IS. the news- 
paper added 

Le Soir d'Algerie said about 


15 attackers cut the throats of 
two men, aged 21 and 25 years, 
on the same night at a hamlet in 
Sour Al Gbozlane area, also 
located in Medea province. 

The newspaper said the 
assailants attempted to mas- 
sacre the village's inhabitants in 
the raid but the villagers fled 
Then: was no word on these 
attacks from the authorities. 

More than 1 2100 people have 
been killed in massacres and 
other attacks in Algeria since 
the start of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan on Dec. 30. The 


authorities blame Islamist 
rebels for the killings. 

The violence began in 1992 
when the guerrillas tod: up 
arms following the cancellation 
of a general election in which 
Islamists had taken a com- 
manding lead 

Independent Western esti- 
mates have pul (be overall death 
toll, including thousands of 
Islamist rebels, at around 
65,000 while human rights 
groups have spoken of 80.000 
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More than 2.5 million 
Muslims throng cities 
of Mecca, Medina 
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DUBAI (R) — More than 
2_5 million Muslims 
thronged the Islamic Holy 
cities of Mecca and Medina 
to worship at the last Friday 
prayers in the fasting month 
of Ramadan, Saudi newspa- 
pers said on Saturday. 

The papers said the Grand 
Mosque in Mecca and the 
Prophet’s Mosque in Medi- 
na were overflowing with 
worshippers. 

“In anticipation of the 
heavy rush, authorities had 
beefed up services around 
the [holy sites], especially in 
Mecca, where a large num- 
ber are still streaming into 
the city to perform Umra," 
the Saudi Gazette said 
Umra is a minor pilgrimage. 

The paper said authorities 
were prepared to handle an 
even larger number of wor- 


shippers on Saturday far 
Laylat Al Qadr, the night 
when Islam’s Holy Book, 
the Koran, was revealed to 
the Prophet Mohammad 

Last year, Saudi Arabia 
said up to three million Mus- 
lims converged on Mecca in 
(he last 10 days of Ramadan 
to mark Laylat Al Qadr. 

Ramadan ends in the last 
week of January, when die 
world's one billion Muslims 
celebrate the feast of 'Eid Al 
Fitr. 

Saudi Arabia's King Fahd 
and many senior govern- 
ment officials are already, in 
Mecca and some leaden- 
from other Muslim . coun- 
tries, including Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif, are performing Umra 
this week. 
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Saudi imam deplores 
ban on Welfare Party 


Vess as 

stireme 


DUBAI (R) — An imam at 
the Grand Mosque in Mecca 
has deplored the ban on 
Turkey’s Islam-based Welfare 
Party, the Saudi daily Arab 
News said Saturday. 

‘They ignored international 
law when they chose to disre- 
gard the interest of their peo- 
ple." Omar Muhammad AI 
Subayyel was quoted as say- 
ing, in reference to the ten on 
the party by Turkey’s consti- 
tutional court 

The paper said Imam Sub- 
ayyel was addressing some 
15 million worshippers at Fri- 
day prayers in the Mosque, 
which houses the Kaaba 
shrine. Muslims around the 
world face the Kaaba, Islam’s 


holiest shrine, when they pray. 

Turkey's . constittktonal 
court on Jan. 16 banned Wel- 
fare on charges of threatening 
the secularist constitution and 
threw veteran Islamist leader 
Necmettin Erbakan out of 
parliament 

Imam Subayyel also called 
for an end to recent violence 
in Algeria, which has claimed 
more than 1200 lives since 
the end of last year. 

“He also urged Muslims to 
unite under the banner of 
Islam to liberate Al Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem and 
counter other challenges fee- 
ing them,” the Arab News 
said. 
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IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:00 .Holy Koran 

14:10 Cartoon 

14:30 French Programmes 

16:15 Prayers 

16 JO Believe and Behave 

17:00 Energy Express 

17:30 Tarzan 

18:30 News Headlines 

18:35 America's Funniest Home 
Videos 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 Ramadan Talks 

20:01 Dadd's Army 

20:30 Killing fora Living 

2):00 Renegade II 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 North and South 

23:15 ....The Jewel in the Crown 
23:59 ..Islam in a changing world 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:09 

06:29 ... 



.... f Sunrise) Du ha 

11:48 


Dhuhr 

14-42 ... 



17:06 


Maghreb 

18:27 




632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the .Annunication 
Tel 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SI Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
.Amman International Church 
Tel.S65S97 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel 

614190. 


continue to be cold. cloudy, and 
rainy. In Aqaba, skies will be part- 
ly cloudy with a chance of scat- 
tered showers, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas choppy. 
MinTMax. temp. 

Amman. 05/09 

Aqaba 08/17 

Deserts - 03/11 

Jordan Val- 
ley- .09/15 


Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBCD: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’aranefa — 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy — ) 

ZARQA: 


J. Electricity Authority 8I56I5 

Electric Power Co 636381 


Princess Basma 


RJ Flight Information r.44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 44-53200 


Greek Catholic 


Dr. WaBd Nabhan 995743 

Khalifeh pharmacy 98541 


HOSPITALS 


Ibn Al Nafees 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 11. Aqaba 18 Humidity 
readings: Amman 50 per cent, 
Aqaba 33 percent 


Food Control Centre. -63711 1 

Defence CtepaTment — 661 II I 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
.630341 


Civil Defence Emeigency.— -199 
Rescue Police — 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 6I7I01 

Blood Bank 775121 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


, Mary of Nazareth Church 
Feiffefr Tel. 810740 
aemblies of God Church Tel. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
The Kingdom will reamin under 
the effect of a depression, so it will 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil AlThsluq -..757253 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim ...—...830432 

Dr. WafiqQaddumi 893542 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 832642 

Ftras pharmacy .........66 19 12 

Endows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy „.,6 23672 

Al Saiam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ,644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police -.-.896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints..—.. 605800 

Price Complaints. — 661 1 76 

Waer& Scv^JgeCompfcine, -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaint*! 

787 III 

Telephone Information (direcroiy 

assistance! 121 

Overseas Calls - 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan ..... — ...—...7741 1 1 
Water Authority .680100 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Metfical Centre 138 1 3/32 

Khali di Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Ammon Maternity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Ammon 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani — .607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ..........669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali -,..666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali ,664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir-. 775111/26 

Army, Marka ...» — -.891611/15 
Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital .... .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Smgeiy —....865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

-(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


AQABA: 
Princess 
(03)3141 1 1 


Haya 


Hospital 

.(02)275555 

17:45 

18:05 

London (RJ) 

Hospital 

.(02)272275 

18:40 

19:10 

Paris, Geneva (RJ) 

Hospital 

.(02)247100 

21120 


22:50 



02:15 


Hospital 



Other Flights 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department or the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL (44} 
53200-5. where it should always be 
verified Information cm other flights 
can be supplied on phone (44) 
(32700) 



12:25 

13:00 ._ 


15:00 _ 


17:45 

20:00 

Jeddah (SV) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:40 

Cabo (MS) 

23:10 

Istanbul (TK) 


10:50 
11:30 
11:30 
(RJ) 
12:15 
12-JO 
20:10 
20:15 
20:40 
2Xh5Q . 
21:00 . 
22:45 
23:00 
23 JO 
23:59 . 


— Aqaba, Vienna (RJ) 

Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

Amsterdam, New York 


..London (RJ) 
.-.Athens (RJ) 


Cairo (RJ) 

J'few Delhi (RJ) 


JDamasciis (RJ) ' 


Jeddah (RJ), 


. Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) * 
...Sanaa (RJ) j 

Jakarta (RJ) | 


Bangkok (RJ) j 

.Kuala Lumpur (RJ) : 


r nc>\s 


Other Flights 

03:00 

04:20 


Athens (OA) j 

Rome (AZ) i 


06:40 Beirut, London (BA)j 

07:50 .London (BA) 

11:00 Sanaa (IY): 


v 
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ARRIVALS 


IRBID: 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 -Larnaca (RJi 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:45 ......Bombay (RJ) 

09:15 Dbahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09:50 — Dubai Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10ri)5 — -..Beirut (RJ) 

36:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
17:35 Madrid Milan (RJ) 


Royal Wings (KW) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09.-05 ......Amman (QAIA) (RW) 10:00 

09:50 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) (R.W) 


13:15 J3oha(GF), 

14:50 Moscow (SU) : 


Lr 


I1, ‘ r* m 
^ h-,' 


.Doha (QR) j 


19:15 Jeddah (SV); 

21:20 Tel Aviv (LY) 1 

21:40 ...... Cairo (MS) 


^ Air 


-In.. ~ ' 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Wings (RW) 

0&45 Amman (Marka Aiipon) (RW) 
08:35 Aqaba (RW)! 


^lVt 

. 'in ’•“•hih 


h- 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06120 — .^Beirut (RJ) 

10:00 — Rome, Frankfurt (RJ) 


09:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) ^ ( 

16:45 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) I . T, Wi a , '-eb; 

17:55 .Tel Aviv (RW)j ' htin ’- 

20-JO _ Amman (QAIA) (RW) j 
21:50 Aqaba (RW) 
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Jordan Times, Sunday, January 25, 1998 




Cabinet briefed on King’s visit to Saudi Arabia 



H erMajes^' Queen Noor on Saturday meets with UNU Vice Rector Abraham Besrat and 
UNCJ/ILA Advisory Committee Vice Chair Hisashi Owada t Photo by George Crystal) 

Queen, U.N. University discuss 
1998 leadership programme 
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AMMAN I J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
chaired a meeting with 
U.N. Uniwrsity/Intemational 
Leadership Academy 
lUNU/ILA) officials a't 
Bab Al Salam Palace to 
discuss the formal and 
selection process of the 
academy’s second 

International Leadership 
Programme, to be held 
next summer, according to 
a press release Saturday. 

Queen Noor, who chairs 
the UN(J/ILA‘s Advisory- 
Committee, also discussed 
details of the Advanced 
Leadership Programme, 
scheduled to take place in 
March-April 1999. with 
UN Li/1 LA Advisory Com- 
mittee Vice Chair Hisashi 
Owada and UNU Vice 
Rector Abraham Besrat. 

The 1997 leadership pro- 
gramme, which was inau- 
gurated by Queen Noor 
and Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali last June, 
featured workshops and 
interactive. . discussions., 
between 163 participants * 
from 64 countries, and 50 
distinguished keynote . 
speakers, including His 
Majesty Kin® Hussein, 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 


Amr Musa and former 
president of European Par- 
liament Simone Veil, the 
statement said. 

The speakers lor the 
1 99S programme will 
include current and former 
leaders, high-level U.N. 
and government officials, 
heads of political parties 
and directors of 
international organisa- 
tions. The I99S pro- 
gramme will comprise 
interactive seminars and 
workshops on issues of 
peace, security and global 
leadership challenges, as 
well as training courses on 
creativity and leadership 
skills conducted by “The 
Centre for Creative Lead- 
ership” in the United 
States. The programme 
will also involve a field 
study component of travel 
to different regions of the 
world, the statement con- 
tinued. 

According to UNU/JLA 
Director Adel Safty. the 
Advanced Leadership Pro- . 
gramme is a six-week 
extended programme that 
will "provide in-depth 
training in leadership 
skills and attitudes to a 
group of participants 


.selected from the 1 997 and 
1 998 leadership pro- 
grammes.” The partici- 
pants will focus on a par- 
ticular global issue, take 
part in independent 
research and conclude 
with a thesis (hat will be 
submitted to the academy, 
tile announcement read. 

The International Lead- 
ership Academy, which is 
based in Amman, is the 
first global leadership 
training facility as well as 
the first U.N. institution to 
be initiated and estab- 
lished in the Middle East. 
The academy is planning 
to begin construction of its 
permanent headquarters 
within the University of 
Jordan, which has donated 
the use of its facilities and 
premises. The UNU/ILA 
seeks to provide training 
in leadership skills and 
attitudes, while fostering 
commitment to sustainable 
development and democ- 
racy, civil society institu- 
tions, apd peaceful resolu- 
tion of disputes, according 
to the statement. 

Dr. Safty also attended 
the meeting. 


Press association approves new 
retirement rules, increases pension 


s — •••: v.-e.-tt' 
' T.kf" ■< :■**? 

v 

-',rT 

.^.U'^rrin fclS? s 
v_ *• Erris 1 

v rr.- a 


''r : ' - 

-it** - 
-'- n " ' ...v 

*■ 1 rTr 1 


l* . 

■ 

v-: 1 

pi**; 

. A*' 


Vl^i i 


> J 

,1 *Vi.--- '-.J 


IK'" 

IP:-' 

V 

yrJ# 

-1:5** 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special ic the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) 
bas approved new retire- 
ment rules tor its mem- 
bers and hiked the pen- 
sion for journalists from 
JD100 to JD150. 

Fakhri Abu Hamdeh. a 
member of the JPA coun- 
cil and director of its 
office, told the Jordan 
Times that raising the 
pension came in response 
to a request by the JPA 
general assembly two 
months ago and that it 
will be paid from the 
journalists' pension fund, 
which is separate from 
the association itself. 

He added that around 12 
journalists are expected 
to retire this year. 
According to the new 
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EXHIBITIONS : 

* Display of Noor Al-f 

Hussein Foundation^ 
(NAF) products at the? 
NAF Jordan Design andg 
Trade Centre, off Wadi? 
Saqra Street (Tel.j 
699141/2), until Jan. 31 £ 
(8:00 a.m.-LOO p.m.). % 

* Installation by Jor-f 

danian anist Alt Jabrit 
(until Jan. 27). Also dis-| 
playing contemporary f 

■Arab artist exhibition! 
(until Jan. 27) at Darat Al? 
Funun, Jabal Al Weibdehs 
(Tel. 643251). i 

* Works by about aj; 

hundred artists from Iraq.! 
Syria, Sudan. Lebanon g 
and Jordan at Hammura-i 
bi Art Gallery, Gardens?; 
Street, until Feb. 20 tTel.j 
5536098). I 


rules, journalists beyond 
the retirement age of 65 
can postpone their retire- 
ment and continue work- 
ing for as Ions as they 
wish without continuing 
to pay into the benefits 
fund. 

"The association would 
not pension any member, 
unless he or she desired 
it." he said. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Hamdeh. 25 years of ser- 
vice or more are required 
to receive the JD150 per 
month pension. Those 
who retire before com- 
pleting the 25 years will 
receive a lower pension, 
he said. 

“Journalists who wish 
to retire this year will 
have to wait until March 
1 99S, because if they 
retire now they won’t 
receive the new pension. 


but rather the old one.” 
Mr. Abu Hamdeh said. 

According to JPA 
sources, the new rules 
increase membership fees 
from JD20 to JD30. while 
the monthly contribution 
remains at JD10. 

Mr. Abu Hamdeh said 
the new rules have to be 
passed by the Council of 
Ministers before imple- 
mentation. 

The JPA has around 367 
members, of which about 
100 are civil servants 
with the state-owned Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 
According to Mr. Abu 
Hamdeh, the association 
aims to increase that 
number through new 
rules dealing with pen- 
sions and better health 
insurance. 



Government announces public holidays 

AMMAN (Petrat — All ministries, public institu- 
tions and departments will be closed down on Jan. 
28-31 on the occasion of Eid Al Fitr holidays, 
according to a communique issued Saturday by 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali. 

New Royal Wings plane arrives 

AMMAN (Petrat — His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal on Saturday received a second Canadian- 
made Bombardier Dash 50-seat plane. The plane 
will operate on Royal Wings routes to Lurnacu. 
Aqaba and Cairo. 

Majali hosts iftar for media 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali hosted an iftar at Al Hussein Sports City for 
reporters and journalists. Dr. Majali and the audi- 
ence performed the Maghreb prayers. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers on 
Saturday listened to a 
briefing by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali on His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
visit to Saudi Arabia, 
where he performed umru 
(lesser pilgrimage) in 
Mecca and held talks with 
King Fahd and senior 
Saudi officials. 


The King’s talks centred 
on Jordanian-Suudi rela- 
tions and cooperation in 
different fields. 

The Council approved an 
allocation of J D 1 ! 0.000 
from the Ministry of 
Finance's I9ys budget to 
finance the work of a gov- 
ernment-sponsored unit 
conducting studies on 
security and disarmament. 


The Cabinet formed Jor- 
dan's delegation to main- 
tain contacts with an 
international organisation 
on banning chemical 
weapons. Jordan had earli- 
er expressed its desire to 
join the international treaty 
on banning the manufac- 
ture and use of chemical 
weapons. 

The Council of Ministers 


decided to increase Jor- 
dan's contribution to the 
International Monetary 
Fund. 

At the regular Cabinet 
session, a delegation was 
formed to attend the 15th 
meeti na of a team of 
experts on international 
accountancy rules to be 
held in Geneva on Feb. 1 1 . 

The head of the Audit 


Bureau is to lead the dele- 
gation to the three-day 
meeting. 

The Cabinet created a 
delegation, led by Minister 
of Transport and Telecom- 
munications Bassam 

Saket. to attend an 
international conference 
on rhe application of air 
navigation rules to be held 
in Brazil on May 5. 


Jordanians remain imprisoned in Iraq — Rashid 


By Kairuuz Ahu-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Tune* 

AMMAN — Despite Bagh- 
dad’s recent release of 92 
Jordanian prisoners, there 
are still nationals in Iraqi 
prisons. Minister of Interior 
Nathir Rashid told the 
Lower House of Parliament 
during yesterday’s session. 

Over 50 Jordanian prison- 
ers freed under a general 
amnesty by Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein returned 
home on Wednesday. 
Another 18 convicts had 
been released but decided to 
remain in Iraq, while 12 
men in detention whose 
charges were also dropped 
under the unexpected 
amnesty opted to slay there. 

Mr. Rashid said he hud 
met w'ith Iraqi Minister of 
Interior Mohammad Zmain 
Abdul Ru//aq three times in 
the last month to discuss the 
issue of Jordanian prisoners 
in Iraq. 

In their last meeting. Mr. 
Abdul Razzaq provided him 
with a list that included 
names of 69 Jordanians in 
Iraqi prisons. 


NAF 

examining 
increase in 
maximum 
monthly aid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
National Aid Fund (NAF) 
is studying the prospect 
of raising the JD60 per 
month ceiling of financial 
aid to needy families, 
according to the NAF 
Director General Add 
Shumaileh. 

Dr. Sharaaileh was 
quoted by the Arabic 
daily Al Ra’i on Saturday 
as saying that the NAF 
board is scheduled to dis- 
cuss new rules concern- 
ing the monthly aid after 
the fund's management 
has completed a genera! 
survey on the number and 
status of needy families 
currently receiving aid. 
The survey is due to be 
completed in April. 

Dr. Shamaileh was 
quoted as saying that the 
survey will provide the 
NAF board w'ith facts 
about the needy families 
receiving aid and the 
social changes that have 
affected them. Aid will 
then be distributed ro 
these families based on 
the results of ibis siudy. 
he added. 

Increasing the amount 
of monetary aid. Dr. 
Shamaileh noted, is 
linked to many factors, 
including the number of 
family members. 

During the month of 
Ramadan, he said, the 
NAF has given approxi- 
mately JD4.000 in extra 
financial aid to poor peo- 
ple in al! of the country’s 
12 governorates. The dis- 
tribution of extra aid will 
continue until tomorrow, 
he added. 

The fund, which pro- 
vides aid to around 
22.000 needy families, 
embarked on the compre- 
hensive survey last June 
in order to revise its lists 
of needy families through 
a study of their living 
conditions and financial 
situation. 

The NAF has also been 
providing soft loans to 
groups to begin small 
businesses after they have 
received ’ appropriate 
training. 


Mr. Rashid said three of 
the names of those who 
were released did not match 
the names of those provided 
in the list. Iraqi embassy 
diplomats were not immedi- 
ately available for comment 
on the discrepancy in the 
figures. 

Mr. Rashid also said one 
Jordanian man called him to 
ask “about the whereabouts 
of his son. who w as tried in 
May 1995 but has not been 
released yet-" 

President Hussein ordered 
the release after a meeting 
with Leith Shbeilat, a main 
opposition leader and head 
of the Jordan Engineers 
Association. However, gov- 
ernment officials have 
maintained that Baghdad 
informed them of the 
release before the meeting 
with Mr Shbeilat 

Deputy Ahmad Annab 
asked the government to 
elaborate on the role of Mr. 
Shbeilat in securing their 
release and asked whether 
his initiative to travel to 
Baghdad and meet with 
President Hussein was per- 
sonal or upon the request of 


the government. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour answered 
that Mr. Shbeilat went on 
his own. 

“The government did not 
assign Mr. Shbeilat this 
task, nor did it discuss the 
matter with him." Dr. 
Ensour said. 

Officials have said Presi- 
dent Hussein decided to 
release them to improve his 
image in Jordan, battered by 
the December execution of 
four Jordanians for smug- 
gling spare auto parts out of 
Iraq. But many have ques- 
tioned why he snubbed offi- 
cial efforts to win their free- 
dom and opted to release 
them upon the visit of a 
leading opposition figure. 

Jordan was one of Iraq’s 
main Arab allies until 1995. 
at which time it gate asy- 
lum to top Iraqi defectors 
and began calling lor demo- 
cratic reforms. It also 
allowed a few Iraqi opposi- 
tion groups to set up offices 
in Jordan, which remains 
dependent on Iraq for its oil 
supplies. 

During yesterday’s ses- 


sion. Islamist Deputy 
Mohammad Azaideh and 
lawmaker Salameh Hiari 
criticised the government 
for adopting a new- strategy 
of appointing women as 
directors of male public 
schools. 

"We are an Arab, Islamic 
and conservative society. 
How will this reflect on our 
generation and society?” 
asked Mr. Azaideh. "If male 
directors, holding sticks, are 
unable to discipline our stu- 
dents. then how will female 
directors be able to achieve 
that? How will female 
directors discipline men?” 

Dr. Ensour defended the 
move, saying it was an 
administrative measure, not 
an attempt to “feminise edu- 
cation as some of you hav e 
called it.” 

He said the measure "does 
not violate our religion J or] 
traditions, nor our beliefs 
and is followed in countries 
all over the world.” 

Turning to the Zarqa gov- 
emorate. Deputy Mansour 
Murad said Azraq’s salt fac- 
tory — on which more than 
I0.0U0 families depend for 


their livelihoods — is suf- 
fering due to unofficial 
competition by the local 
potash factory’. 

“It was agreed that the 
potash factory would export 
its product, leaving the 
Azraq factory to sell its 
product in the local market 
and in Iraq." he said. 

The government told Mr. 
Murad it would ask the 
potash factory not to com- 
pete with the salt factory- 

Yousef Shreideh. first 
deputy speaker, said many 
citizens from the Southern 
Shounu area were complain- 
ing of polluted drinking 
water and some were even 
hospitalised. 

The government promised 
Dr. Shreideh that it would 
take cure of the matter and 
give it due attention. 

Meanwhile, the House 
resumed its discussion of a 
draft customs law. which 
was interrupted by the five- 
day marathon debate of (he 
draft 1998 state budget. A 
total of 203 articles out of 
the law's 258 have now 
been endorsed. 


Minister praises role of voluntary groups, 
urges greater cooperation with government 


AMMAN (J.T . ) — Minister of 
Social Development Moham- 
mad Mamser has said volun- 
tary grr>ups operating in Jordan 
are relieving the state of a 
'heavy burden and shouldering 
pan of the responsibility in car- 
ing for the orphans and needy. 

The minister, who was 
speaking during an inspection 
visit to the Theodore Schneller 
School in the Marka district in 
east Amman, urged all non- 
governmental organisations 
and voluntary' groups to 
increase their cooperation with 
the Ministry' of Social Devel- 


opment to address social prob- 
lems and sale-guard the social 
structure. 

Dr. Mamser said the time has 
come for modernising Jordan- 
ian legislation in a manner that 
would open the way tor the 
private sector to expand its role 
in establishing social institu- 
tions, which he said can help 
the ministry deal w-ith numer- 
ous social Issues and care for 
orphans, the handicapped, and 
the aged 

During the visit, the minister 
met with the school's director 
general. Kama! Farah, and 


board members and inspected 
the school's classes, which 
offer training to some 250 stu- 
dents in welding, woodwork- 
ing, auto repair, and black- 
sini thine. 

According to Dr. Farah. the 
school, which was established 
in 1966. is being financed by 
the Evangelical Episcopal 
Church in Jerusalem and the 
Middle East, as well as church- 
es in Germany. 

Dr. Farah said nearly 50 per 
cent of the trainees are 
orphans, while the rest come 
from needy families and are 


raining in trades to help them 
earn a living. He said that the 
children receive a free educa- 
tion in line with the Ministry of 
Education’s school syllabus, in 
addition to receiving raining 
in trades of their choice. 

Present at the school during 
the minister's visit was Dalai 
Etoum. the president of the 
Humanitarian Cub and a 
friend of the Schneller School. 

She told the minister that her 
group helps the school care for 
the orphaned children and 
takes part in the school’s activ- 
ities. 


AIDS patients in Jordan suffer in silence, shame 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special m the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Many of Jor- 
dan’s AIDS patients are 
secretly battling the killer 
virus in a conservative society 
that has long shunned them. 

Local doctors supervising 
victims of the Human Immun- 
odeficiency Virus (HIV) that 
causes AIDS say many of 
their patients lead miserable 
lives because they cannot 
even tell families of their 
infection with the global epi- 
demic, mainly acquired 
through blood transfusions, 
sharing drug needles and sex- 
ual intercourse. 

In many cases, psychiatrists 
and the National Commiaee 
for AIDS Prevention and Con- 
trol (NCAPC) are the only 
ones to know about their 
plight. 

“We have had some very 
nasty reactioas in the past 
when an AIDS victim 
attempted to tell family mem- 
bers.” said psychiatrist VValid 
Sarhan. 

In one incident, medico] 
staff at a local hospital refused 
to treai a dying Jordanian 
AIDS patient who had come 
from France to see his family. 

“When he went to the hospi- 
tal to be given the necessary 
injection, the nurses and doc- 
tors panicked and refused to 
help.” said Dr. Sarhan. 

The first case of AIDS in 
Jordan was discovered in 
1986. Since then, a total of 
174 AIDS cases have been 
registered, according to Sa’id 
Kharabsheh. a member of the 
NCAPC. Men accounted for 
1 36 cases and women for 38. 

Doctors say Jordan’s AIDS 
partem also changed over the 
past years despite strict social 
adherence to religious teach- 
ings that ban pre-marita! sex 
as well as homosexuality. 

“Unlike in the past, when 


the HIV virus in Jordan was 
mainly transmitted through 
blood transfusions, patients 
are now acquiring it through 
drug use as well as homosex- 
ual and heterosexual activi- 
ties,” Dr. Sarhan said. 

"Prostitution, casual sex, 
and sexual intercourse with 
multiple partners are all means 
by which AIDS is being trans- 
mitted now,” he added. 

“Like everyw here else in the 
world, we have an open gay- 
community here.” Dr. Sarhan 
explained. 

According to Dr. Sarhan. 
most of the AIDS patients he 
has [reared have had multi- 
faceted experiences. “They 
have had multiple sexual 
experiences, have practised 
homosexuality, and are drag 
addicts." 

Although the AIDS curve 
had been steady for the last ten 
years, drug addiction- made 
possible by rapid social 
changes and greater openness, 
was causing the AIDS rate to 
“shoot up.” 

Dr. Saihan said he believed 
that the number of gay AIDS 
patients will remain stable in 
the future as "this community 
is practising its own means of 
prevention." 

Officials believe there is a 
dire need for providing a sup- 
port system for AIDS patients 
and their families to enable 
them lo cope with .AIDS, 
which has became a social, 
economic and health problem. 

“We try to control the social 
breakdown that involves 
AIDS," said Dr. Kharabsheh. 

He added that the NCAPC 
was pushing for a protocol for 
the treatment of HIV/AIDS 
cases in Jordan. 

According to Dr. Kharab- 
sheh, head of the Ministry of 
Health's Department for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention, 
102 of the total registered 
AIDS cases in Jordan 


involved locals while the 
remaining 72 were non-Jor- 
danian. 

He said 28 of them had 
acquired AIDS through blood 
transfusions they had abroad. 
Many of the others acquired it 
through engaging in sexual 
contact outside Jordan, Dr, 
Kharabsheh said. 

Seventeen haemophilic chil- 
dren were infected in Jordan 
after receiving blood factors 
used in the treatment of 
haemophilia. 

Lack of popular education 
about AIDS, especially in 
schools — home to over 1 .5 
million students — is a major 
problem hindering AIDS 
awareness campaigns. 

Though a handfol of elitist 
private schools often discuss 
AIDS as pan of “awareness” 
classes held once a year, 
school and university educa- 
tional curricula does not dis- 
cuss ways of preventing 
AIDS. 

Most families ignore discus- 
sions of the subject at home. 

Dr. Kharabsheh said school 
and university curricula were 
currently being updated to 
include sexual education. 

"We should not ignore the 
fact that living in a conserva- 
tive culture, and having cer- 
tain beliefs, would make the 


educational process relating to 
sensitive topics a very chal- 
lenging task,” said Bader 
Harahsheh. a researcher with 
the National Task Force for 
Children. 

Most doctors agree that Jor- 
danian students who pursued 
their education abroad have 
hardly much knowledge about 
general health education, 
including how to prevent 
AIDS. 

Dr. Harahsheh surveyed 200 
students in 15 Middle East 
countries studying in North 
America on attitude, behav- 
iour and preventive measures 
regarding AIDS. Most of 
them were not given any 
health education and orienta- 
tion regarding “risky sexual 
behaviour." he said. 

"Thirty per cent of the sam- 
ple hud more than five sexual 
partners a year. They were 
strongly opposed to using 
condoms, and had never dis- 
cussed A IDS with anyone,” 
said Dr. Harahsheh. a public 
health specialist 

He stud most of them did 
not fear .AIDS because they 
knew nothing about it 

“They believed that AIDS 
was associated with gays and 
the West and that they would 
never get infected." he said 


The director and staff of the 

EUROPEAN UNION'S MED 
MEDIA JEMSTONE PROJECT 

wish to extend their sincere 
condolences to the family of 

MOHAMMAD AMIN 

who died last Thursday. 

As Secretary General at the 
Ministry of Information he was a 
good friend of the project and a, 
supporter of our work. 
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Kohl comes to German state 


to start major election campaign 


HANOVER, Germany 
(AFP) — German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
was set to make his first 
major appearance of the 
1998 election campaign in 
Hanover Saturday ahead of 
Lower Saxony state polls on . 
March 1. 

Mr. Kohl and his Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) 
are trying to bar the way to 
the main threat to them in 
general elections in 
September, Lower Saxony 
state Governor Gerhard 
Schroeder of the opposition 
Social Democrats (SPDj. 

Mr. Schroeder has made a 
double-or-quits type bet on. 
the state elections, saying 
that if his score drops by 
two per cent he will not 
even seek the SPD nomina- 
tion for chancellor in the 
federal vote. 

The SPD is to decide on a 
candidate on March 16. 

Mr. Kohl. 67. will be mak- 
ing 1 1 campaign appear- 
ances in four weeks to help 
the young and inexperi- 
enced CDU candidate in 
Lower Saxony. Christian 


Wulff, 38. 

Mr. Schroeder, 53, opened 
his campaign last Sunday 
with a call for the Lower 
Saxony battle to be a pre- 
lude to the fight to unseat 
Mr. Kohl. 

He told a crowd of some 
10.000 gathered in three 
connecting circus tents in 
the state capital of Hanover 
that the time had come to 
change towards “a more 
humane politics and to 
change it in Boon." the fed- 
eral capital. 

The rally was the first 
full-scale extravaganza of 
the 199S campaign, in 
which four state elections 
starting with Lower Saxony 
precede the national elec- 
tion on Sept. 27. 

Polls this week have 
shown Mr. Schroeder’s 
margin widening over Mr. 
Wulff. The Forsa research 
institute said the SPD 
would take 46 per cent of 
the vote in Lower Saxony. 

The SPD score was 44.3 
per cent in w innin g control 
of the state parliament in 
the last elections in 1994. 


Polls also show that Mr. 
Schroeder, a natural-bom 
forceful politician, is the 
best candidate against the 
veteran Kohl, whom he 
would beat handily in gen- 
eral elections. 

Mr. Schroeder is more to 
the centre than his left-wing 
SPD rival Oskar 
Lafontaine, and has a pro- 
business policy that stresses 
getting industry competitive 
in order to create jobs rather 
thtln extending social wel- 
fare benefits. 

Mr. Schroeder says that 
even if Mr. Kohl has similar 
policies, the chancellor is 
no longer credible since he 
has been in office too long, 
with disastrous results in 
the form of record unem- 
ployment. 

Opinion polls have been 
hard on Mr. Kohl. 

More than two out of 
three Germans, a total of 69 
per cent, want to see his 
conservative coalition step 
down after general elections 
in September, according to 
the Emnid poll published 
Friday. 


It was another bad sign for 
Mr. Kohl, facing perhaps 
his toughest electoral battle 
after 15 years in office and 
four terms as chancellor. 

Unemployment running at 
over 4.5 million, a level 
unseen since the days of the 
pre-war Weimar republic, 
has tarnished Mr. Kohl's 


image. 

However, another poll this 
week gave a lift to his 
reelection hopes, when it 
showed that German voters 
trust him more than the 
opposition parties to defend 
their interests over the com- 
ing European single curren- 
cy- 

Mr. Kohl was lagging in 
the polls and yer still won 
the three previous legisla- 
tive elections, in 1987, 1990 
and 1994. 

He is banking this time on 
Germans deciding they 
need him for transition to 
the Euro and entry into the 
21st century, just as they 
chose his hand on the rud- 


der for the 1990 reunifica- 
tion of Germany. 


Pakistan to take 238,000 stranded 


nationals from Bangladesh 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan Saturday 

expressed its “firm” com- 
mitment to repatriate 
238,000 stranded Pakistanis 
from Bangladesh and 
appealed to citizens to 
donate funds for the pur- 
pose. 

“The present government 
has firmly renewed its 
pledge to do all it can to 
bring and rehabilitate these 
stranded Pakistanis,” said 
an official statement, car- 
ried by the official 
Associated Press of 
Pakistan news agency. 

The statement appealed to 
citizens for “generous” con- 
tributions to a international 
trust launched for the 
“noble cause" by the Saudi 
Arabia-based relief organi- 
sation. Rabita Al-Alam Al- 
Islami. and Pakistan in 
1988. 

Hundreds of Pakistanis, 
known as Biharis, were 
repatriated in 1992 during 
current Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif* s earlier term 
in office, but the process 
was halted after Benazir 
Bhutto succeeded him in 
1993. 

The repatriated families 
were resettled in housing 
units built by the Rabita 
trust in Punjab, Mr. Sharif's 
home province. 

The Pakistani pledge fol- 
lowed Mr. ShariFs talks 
with Bangladeshi counter- 
part Sheikh Hasina Wajed in 
Dhaka earlier this month 


after a three-nation eco- 
nomic summit with her and 
Indian Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral. 

“The present government 
has firmly renewed its 
pledge to do all it can to 
bring and rehabilitate these 
stranded Pakistanis, (who) 
number over 238,000 
according to census carried 
out jointly in 1991-92,” the 
statement said. 

Some 932 families will be 
brought to Pakistan “within 
the next three months" and 
put up in housing units 'con- 
structed by the Rabita trust 
at Mian Channu in Punjab, 
it added. 

Out of a planned 412500 
bousing units in various dis- 
tricts of Punjab, at an esti- 
mated cost of $250 million, 
about 1,000 units have been 
completed at Mian Channu 
in 1994. 

“Our gigantic humanitari- 
an programme needs your 
attention and generous sup- 
port." the appeal told 
Pakistanis, asking them to 
contribute money to two 
special bank accounts for 
donations in foreign and 
local currencies. 

‘These Pakistanis have 
been living under indescrib- 
able conditions in 
Bangladesh for over a quar- 
ter of a century for no rea- 
son other than their pride in 
calling themselves 

Pakistanis," it said. 

Urdu-speaking Biharis 
originally migrated from 


India to the then East 
Pakistan when the sub-con- 
tinent was partitioned in 
1947 after Britain ended its 
colonial rule. 

They sided with 
Islamabad when East 
Pakistan fought a 1971 war 
of independence to become 
Bangladesh. 

Invoking the Muslim holy 
book, the statement said “it 
is clearly the responsibility 
of jail of us as ordained in 
tbej Glorious Koran" to 
attend to the needs of "these 
•destitute brethren-in-Islara” 
who “-are denied the free- 
dom of movement even to 
earn their daily bread.” 

The government recalled 
“many obstacles" to the 
repatriation process in the 
pa4t — apparently alluding 
to 'opposition from native 
populations in Pakistan's 
southern Sindh province, 
the home province of 
Bhptto. 

Sindhi-speaking national- 
ist: groups have said the 
repatriation would hurt their 
interests as most migrants 
from India after 1947 set- 
tled in Sindh and new 
arrivals were likely to join 
them. 

Karachi's influential 
party, the Mutehadda 
Qaumi Movement (MQM), 
representing the settler 
community, has demanded 
the repatriation go ahead. 
The party is a coalition part- 
ner of Sharif’s Pakistan 
Muslim League. 


Police defy Pakistani 
anti-terrorism court order 


ULTAN, Pakistan (AFP) 
A Pakistani ami-terror- 
n courr was embarrassed 
len police refused to , 
nour a verdict sentenc- 
; three police officers to 
1. sources said Saturday, 
[lie police in Sargodha 
tied the order and later 
ded newspaper offices in 
; city to stop publication 
the news about the sen- 
ice passed Thursday by 
ige Chaudhry Iqbal 
/ed. they said, 
udge Iqbal, holding 
urt in the city prison, 
itenced the police offi- 
rs to varying jail terms 
■ faulty investigation in a 
jh-profile sectarian mur- 
r case. 


Abbas, a Shiite Muslim, 
was shot dead in Sargodha 
last year during a wave of 
sectarian violence that 
claimed 200 lives in 
Punjab. Pakistan’s largest 
province. 

One man was sentenced 
to life imprisonment and 
another to 10 years in jail 
for the assassination of the 


he policemen present in 
court rej'ected the 
ge’s order to arrest the 
:e officers who walked 
, and have been per- 
iling their jobs since 
n, the sources said, 
he judge convicted two 
i of murdering Syed 
ammul Abbas, commis- 
ier in Sargodha in 
ijab province, before 
sing the order against 
police officials. 


commissioner. 

Mass circulation daily 
Jang reported Saturday 
policemen stormed print- 
ing presses, harassed work- 
ers and seized copies of 
newspapers. 

The government set up 
the special speedy trial 
courts under the Anti- 
Terrorism Act (ATA; 
passed by parliament in 
August last year in a bid to 
curb sectarian killings. The 
law gives sweeping powers 
to the police. 

Despite a crackdown, 
including detention of hun- 
dreds of suspected mili- 
tants from the majority 
Sunni and minority Shiite 
Muslim communities, the 
violence has spilled into 
the new year. 

On Jan. 11 some 24 


Shiite Muslims were mas- 
sacred when unidentified 
gunmen sprayed bullets at 
a religious gathering in a 
graveyard in the Punjab 
provincial capital of 
Lahore. 

Friday, one person was 
killed and 10 injured dur- 
ing a sectarian clash in the 
town of Hangu in the North 
West Frontier Province, 
residents said. 

The clash involved sup- 
porters of a Sunni extrem- 
ist body, Sipah-i-Sahaba 
Pakistan (SSP), and a 
Shiite political party, 
Tehreek-i-Jafria Pakistan 
ITJP). 

AJso Friday, a low inten- 
sity bomb planted on a 
motorbike exploded close 
to a TJP rally in the south- 
ern port city of Karachi, 
injuring two people. 

In December five prison- 
ers officially described as 
“dangerous terrorists” 
escaped from a jail in Dera 
Ghazi Khan in Punjab. The 
five belonged to a secret 
breakaway SSP group, 
Lashkar-i-Jhanvi, which 
claimed responsibility for 
the Lahore- massacre. 


Neo-Nazis, 


opponents 
clash on 


train 


DRESDEN, Germany 
(AFP) — Around 250 
extreme right-wing youths 
clashed with opponents on 
a train taking them to a 
neo-Nazi rally in the 
German city of Dresden 
Saturday morning, police 
said. 

Several people were hurt 
in the violent scuffles. 

Supporters of the far- 
fight National Democratic 
Party (NPD) party mean- 
while began assembling in 
Dresden for the rally to 
protest against a controver- 
sial touring exhibition on 
the crimes of the 
WehrmachL the Third 
Reich’s regular army. 

A collective made up of 
left-wing organisations was 
planning to stage a counter- 
rally. 

In anticipation of trouble, 
around 3.000 police were 
being deployed from all 
over the country, with 
around 100 vehicles and 
helicopters. 

The exhibition “Crimes 
of the Wehrmacht from 
1941 to 1944” which 
explodes the myth that the 
regular army had clean 
hands, as distinct from the 
Nazi units, has aroused 


m 


strong passions 
Germany. 

There have been demon- 
strations and incidents in 
practically every town and 
city through which the 
exhibition has passed, par- 
ticularly in Munich, where 
thousands of neo-Nazis 
clashed with 10.000 
counter-demonstrators in 
March last year. 

German authorities 
authorised the NPD rally 
on the grounds that the 
party has not been declared 
contrary to the constitution. 
But they only gave permis- 
sion for the counter-rally 
on condition that it is held 
at a distance. 



A helicopter from the French Civil Security lifts off after fropping off rescue workers at an emergency command 
post near Orres in the southern French Alps (AFP photo) 


Shocked parents visit 
avalanche dead, hurt 


French 


GRENOBLE. France <R) 
— Shocked parents made a 
grim round of hospitals in 
France's Alpine southeast 
Saturday to visit survivors 
and mourn the dead from 
an avalanche in which nine 
children died. 

Two adults, who had been 
guiding the cross-country 
trek as part of a junior high 
school holiday trip, also 
died in Friday's disaster, 
the worst of its kind in 
France since 1970. 

Some 50 parents were 
being escorted by local 
officials and Secretary of 
State for Health Bernard 
Kouchner to hospitals and 
to a temporary chapel 
where the dead and injured 
had been taken. 

Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin, accompanied by 
two ministers, travelled to 
the area to meet the sur- 
vivors. “This catastrophe, 
which has plunged the St. 
Francis of Assisi school in 
Montigny-le-Bretonneux 
into mourning, has sad- 
dened the whole nation." 
Mr. Jospin's office said in a 
statement 

President Jacques Chirac 
also expressed sorrow over 
the disaster. 


Nine people on the trek 
remained in hospital 
Saturday morning includ- 
ing two who were in a seri- 
ous condition. 

Other 12 injured had been 
treated and released while 
eight children participating 
in the school trip and ini- 
tially feared missing were 
found to have not gone on 
the trek. 

Olivier Hindermayer. 
head of the National Union 
of Open Air Sports Centres 
1 .UCPA), said the school 
group had been under the 
supervision of eight adults, 
including four who were 
mountaineering experts. 

But parents and local offi- 
cials questioned why the 
young children aged 
between 13 and 15 had 
been taken on snowshoes to 


a remote mountainous area 
where avalanche warnings 
had been in effect follow- 
ing a period of heavy snow- 
fall. 

"I don’t know why pro- 
fessionals would enter such 
a dangerous zone." said 
Michel Roussel, who oper- 
ates the shelter where the 
school group had spent the 
previous night. 

Police opened an investi- 


gation to determine 
whether there had been any 
violations of the law. 

Officials said the trekkers 
were hit by a fast-moving, 
300-metre long wall of 
snow as they walked in 
wooded mountains near the 
ski resort of Les Orres, 
close to the Italian border. 

More than 100 volunteers 
and paramilitary gen- 
darmes with sniffer dogs 
had combed the area into 
the night, prodding through 
the deep snow with long 
poles to look for the miss- 
ing people. 

The rescue operation was* 
hindered by the terrain, 
with a number of trees, 
uprooted by the force of the 
avalanche, lying buried 
beneath the snow. 

Organisers of the school 
trip said the group included 
32 children from the Saint 
Francis Junior High School 
in the town of Montigny-Ie- 
Bretonneux, near Paris. 

The teenagers had been 
accompanied by two teach- 
ers, four trained moun- 
taineers and two other 
adults. 

None of the dead were 
named. 

Officials said they 


believed the avalanche had 
been triggered by the group 
of young trekkers them- 
selves. Authorities had ear- ' 
Her speculated that it might 
have been caused by a 
group of people skiing far- 
ther up the mountain out- 
side authorised runs. 

Authorities had issued 
repeated avalanche warn- 
ings this week throughout 
the French Alps after recent 
heavy snowfalls and high 
winds had left the area 
unstable. 

Local residents said the 
school group, led by expe- 
rienced trekkers, had been 
walking along an autho- 
rised route at an* altitude of 
around 2,400 metres, when 
the avalanche struck soon 
after 1230 GMT Friday. 

The two deadliest 
avalanches in recent French 
history took place in 1970. 

In February of that year, 
39 people died and other 37 
were injured when ‘ an 
avalanche buried a holiday 
chalet in the Alpine town of 
Val d'Isere. 

Two months later, 74 peo- 
ple died including 56 chil- 
dren when a blanket of 
snow buried a sanatorium 
at the Plateau d’Assy. 


Freed dissident refuses 


to speak to foreign press 


BEIJING (AFP) — Zhou 
Guoqiang, a Chinese dis- 
sident freed Tuesday after 
more than three years in a 
labour camp, is refusing to 
speak to the foreign media 
for fear of reprisals, a 
friend said Saturday. 

“He does not want to 
speak to foreign journal- 
ists. He is at his in-laws’ 
home for some rest.” the 
friend told AFP by tele- 
phone. 

Contacts with foreign 
journalists in the past have 
led to arrest and sentenc- 
ing for dissidents. 

Zhou Guoqiang was a 


principal author of the 
“Peace Charter" in 1993. 
He had been held at a 
comp at Shuanghe in the 
.northeastern province of 
Heilongjiang. 

The 39-year-old lawyer 
was jailed in September 
1994 for three years for 
"incitement to riot and dis- 
turbing social order." He 
then received another year 
for a reported escape 
attempt which his relatives 
denied. 

Mr. Zhou's friend said 
the dissident, who was in 
relatively good health, did 
not hear of the release of 


China's best known dissi- 
dent Wei Jingsheng until 
his own release. 

Meanwhile police 
detained dissident Shen 
Liangqing for questioning 
for three hours Friday 
evening over his open let- 
ters to the authorities and 
the foreign press. 

Mr. Shen told AFP 
police had banned him 
from leaving the city of 
Hefei in the eastern 
province of Anhui to go 
home to his family in 
Anqing, 150 kilometres to 
the south, for Lunar New 
Year on Jan. 28. 


U.S. warns Americans of retaliation 
threat after Kasi death sentence 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) —The 
United States Saturday 
warned Americans here of 
possible retaliation after a 
U.S. judge sentenced 
Pakistani national Aimal 
Kasi to death for killing two 
CIA agents. 

“While we have no specific 
information of a threat, the 
potential exists for retaliation 
by Mr. Kasi’s sympathisers 
against American interests," 
the American embassy here 
said, quoting a U.S. State 
Department worldwide advi- 
sory. 

The statement asked 


Americans residing or travel- 
ling abroad to pay “close 
attention" to their personal 
security. 

U.S. government installa- 
tions abroad have been 
instructed to review their 


security precautions. it 
added- 

Following Mr. Kasi's earli- 
er conviction by a trial jury in 
November, four Houston- 
based auditors with the U.S. 
oil company Union Texas 
were gunned down along 
with their Pakistani driver in 
the Pakistani port city of 
Karachi. 


An unknown group called 
the Aimal Secret Action 
Committee claimed responsi- 
bility’ for the shootings and 
threatened other attacks on 
U.S. interests if Mr. Kasi was 
given the death penalty. 

A U.S. federal judge Friday 
confirmed the sentence in 
court in .Arlington, near 
Washington D.C. Capital 
punishment for 33-year old 
Mr. Kasi was recommended 
by a jury of six men and six 
women in mid-November. 

A relative of Mr. Kasi has 
said the family planned to 
appeal the sentence all the 


way to the U.S . Supreme 
Court 

Mr. Kasi killed the two 
Central InteUigence Agency 
employees and injured three 
other people on Jan. 25, 
1993, by opening fire with an 
automatic weapon on cars 
waiting at a red light outside 
CIA headquarters. 

He fled the U.S. for his 
home town of Queta in south- 
west Pakistan tot was arrest- 
ed in Pakistan June 17 by 
U.S. officers during a com- 
mando raid and immediately 
extradited to the United 
States. 


Heavy 
snowfall 
paralyses 
traffic in 
Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — Heavy 
snowfall brought flight 
cancellations at airports 
along the Sea of Japan 
Saturday, causing delays in 
bullet train services and 
disrupting traffic on 
expressways, officials said. 

A total of 79 domestic 
flights were called off, with 
several more cancellations 
expected, airline officials 
said. 

The meteorological 
agency issued a warning 
against heavy snowfall for 
regions along the Sea of 
Japan coast and mountain- 
ous areas, estimating snow- 
fall of up to 80 centimetres 
by Sunday evening. 

“Shinkansen” toilet 
trains were operated at 
slower speeds, resulting in 
delays in services front 
northern Japan to western 
Japan. 

With trucks slipping on 
icy roads amid storms, traf- 
fic was suspended at sever- 
al locations on express- 
ways in central and western 
Japan. 

Earlier in the month, one 
man died and more than 
500 others were injured in 
the heaviest snowfall in 
Tokyo for two years. 
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U.N. rights 
charter 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrine said here Satur- 
day that Chinese officials in 
Beijing assured him the U.N. 
rights ebaner signed by Presi- 
dent Jiang Zemin would he rat- 
ified by parliament. 

“People T spoke to in Beijing 
said the pact will be sent to par- 
liament and it will be ratified,” 
Mr. \fedrine told a news con- 
ference in the former British 
colony were he spent a day 
after meeting with Mr. Jiang 
and other top Chinese officials 
in Beijing for two days. 

Chinese officials, however, 
did not give a timetable of 
when the U.N. pact will be rat- 
ified. 

“They spoke uf it as being 
obvious that. ii will be ratified 
since they seriously discussed 
it before signing so I did not 
fed that there might be a prob- 
lem ratifying it," Mr. Vedrine 
said shortly before leaving 
Hong Kong for India where 
French President Jacques 
Chirac began an official visit 
Saturday. 

China signed die U.N. 
International Covenant on 
Economic. Social and Cultural 
Rights last year and pledged to 
sign a twin agreement on civil 
and political rights in the near 
future. Mr. Vedrine said Bei- 
jing officials told him the new 
parliament which will take 
office in March will "examine 
and study” die sister U.N. char- 
ter on civil and political rights. 

He said China has asked 
France to assist Beijing offi- 
cials in studying the issue. 

“We. of course, agreed and it 
will take place as soon as pos- 
sible." Mr. Vedrine said 
China appears to have 
launched a -fresh ofFensiverfo 
win over critics of its human 
rights policies as .it officially- 
extended an imitation this 
week to U.N. human rights 
commissioner Maty Robinson 
to visit the country. 

Beijing authorities also 
announced during Mr. 
Vedrine'* visit that a delegation 
from the Internationa! Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross would 
arrive in February to seek per- 
mission to visit detainees. 

The French foreign minister 
said France and China liave 
forged a ‘True partnership" and | 
he expressed confidence that | 
Hong Kong would overcome 
the current economic turmoil 1 
in Asia. 

Mr. Vedrine met Hong Kong 
Chief Executive Tung Chee- 
Hwa and confirmed Mr. Tung 
would visit France in March. 
Mr. Vedrine also lunched with 
local business leaders. “We feel 
that things have gone well and 
arc still going well. Wc feel this 
is a good omen for the future." 
he said. 

“Europe, as a whole, and 
France should step up its rela- 
tions with Asia," he said, 
adding that Paris is urging 
French companies to be “ever 
more present and to set up real 
relations when acting in China 
or Hong Kong." 

“Despite tlie effects of the 
present crisis, these are coun- 
tries of great potential so 
France should intensify’ its 
political dialogue (with Asia)” 
he said. 

Mr. Vedrine confirmed with 
Chinese officials that Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospin would 
visit China fater this year with 
six ministers. 



President Bill Clinton poses with the 1995 class of White House interns, includ- 
ing Monica Lewinsky, in front of the South Portico of the White House in Washing- 
ton in this 1995 file photo. The lawyer for Monica Lewinsky (3rd row, 5th from left), 
the 24-year-old former While House intern at the centre of an alleged sex scandal 
involving President Clinton, charged that Whitewater prosecutor Kenneth Starr 
squeezed his client to gel information by threatening to involve her parents (Reuters 
photo i 

India’s Congress party snubs 
ex-PM Rao in polls list 


NEW DELHI t AFP) — 
India's once-dominani Con- 
gress party Saturday said ii 
would not select scandal -uunr- 
ed former prime minister P.V. 
Nurasimha Rao as a candidate 
in upcoming national elec- 
tions. 

Congress President Silaram 
Kesri said after releasing the 
party's manifesto for the Feb- 
ruary-March polls that Mr. 
Rao was being dropped lor his 
failure to stop the razing of the 
historic Babri Mosque by 
Hindu fundamentalists in 
1992. 

Mr. Rao was prime minister 
when the mosque was tom 
down. The desecration led to 
nationwide Hindu-Muslim 
clashes which claimed some 
2,000 lives and severely dent- 
ed India's credentials as a sec- 
ular slate. 

- ■ The Congress manifesto for 
the first time formally apolo- 
gised for the mosque’s razing. 
India is home to around 120 
million Muslims who make 
up around ! 2 of the total pop- 
ulation of 960 million. 

Mr. Kesri said: "We are not 
giving Rao an election ticket 
over the Babri mosque issue." 

He denied Mr. Rao was 
being axed because of pend- 
ing corruption chujges against 


him. 

The move sparked an angry 
reaction from Mr. Rao, who 
was prime minister between 
1991 and 1996 w hen the 1 12- 
year-old party sulVei ed its 
worst electoral defeat. 

”1 do not think this can be a 
ground for denying me a tick- 
et ... this is wrong, untrue, 
unfair and totally contrary to 
facts." an agitated Mr. Rao 
told reporters. 

He said he could not be sin- 
gled out. 

"We (his government) faced 
the tragedy together. I was dis- 
traught ... it was a period of 
great emotional stress. 

Mr. Rao said a former Con- 
gress government of assassi- 
nated Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi had allowed Hindu 
fundamentalists to hold a reli- 
gious ceremony at the disput- 
ed site before the mosque was 
tom down. 

Gandhi’s lialian-bom 
widow Sonia the Congress' 
star campaigner in the current 
elections, recently said her 
husband had been willing to 
give up his lire to protect the 
mosque. Gandhi was killed in 
1991. 

Mr. Rao. when questioned 
about Gandhi's statement, 
replied acidly: “If I had not 


been there perltaps this trouble 
would not have started." 

Mr. Ra«) was credited with 
launching reforms to open 
India's economy in 1991 but 
the end of his tenure became 
maned by allegations of cor- 
ruption. 

He now I ; ices two separate 
trials for corruption. He stands 
accused of bribing opposition 
members of parliament to 
vole for his government in 
1 993 and is also charged with 
involvement in a SIUU.000 
bribe from a businessman in 
return lor favours. 

The upcoming polls are 
expected to result in a hung 
parliament, with the dominant 
Hindu nationalists and the 
Congress emerging as the two 
largest parties. 

The Congress, however, has 
been wrecked by infighting, 
defections, corruption scan- 
dals and a waning electoral 
appeal since 1996. 

Corruption has emerged as a 
central election issue. 

India's Election Commis- 
sion has ordered uil contes- 
tants to prove they do not have 
a criminal record after reveal- 
ing that 1,500 of around 
14.000 contestants in 1996 
had convictions for murder, 
rape, robbery and kidnapping. 


Endeavour continues 
journey to Mir on schedule 


MOSCOW tR) — The U.S. 
space shuttle Endeavour was 
on course Saturday to ren- 
dezvous with the Russian Mir 
space station ;tnd bring a 
replacement American astro- 
naut by day's end. mission 
control said- 

“Everything is going 
according to plan and there 
are no delays," mission con- 
trol official Vladimir 
Kolosov sky said. 

Endeavour was to link up 
with Mir at 2014 or 2015 
GMT Saturday for NASA's 
last exchange of crew mem- 
bers. dropping oft A us trali un- 
born Andy Thomas and tak- 
ing back physician Dave 
Wolf. 41. who has been on 
board since September. 

An hour and a hall' later the 
Mir crew of two Russians and 
one American will open their 
hatch to the shuttle to wel- 


come their fust human visi- 
tors since September. 

“They have shifted their 
sleep schedules to be able to 
work with the American crew. 
They started work today at 
1:30 p.m. (0930 GMT) and 
were sleeping until then," said 
Mr. Kolosovsky. 

Endeavour, making its first 
visit to Mir. soared into orbit 
Thursday night from its Flori- 
da launch pad. 

Mr. Thomas will be the sev- 
enth and last scheduled U.S. 
astronaut to live aboard Mir as 
part of a three-year coopera- 
tive programme between the 
United Slates and Russia. 

But Yuri Koptev, the Russ- 
iiin space agency's director, 
said Friday that discussions 
were under way on a further 
NASA mission, to make use 
of Mir's orbiting laboratories 
until it is replaced by the 


international space station in 
about two years. 

The joint Mir missions were 
designed to pave the way for 
the start of cooperation 
between the United States and 
Russia on the international 
space station. Russia is due to 
launch the fust module of the 
S60 billion orbiting outpost in 
June. 

Endeavour is also carrying 
about 2.025 kg of supplies 
and equipment lor Mir, 
including a new air condition- 
ing unit and a motion control 
computer to replace failed 
pans. 

Endeavour, named after 
Captain Cook's ship, w'us 
making its first flight since an 
eight-month. $50 million refit 
that equipped it tor docking 
with Mir and the future 
international space station. 


Oprah villified in court, adored outside 


•v 


AMARILLO, Texas <R» — 
Inside the courtroom, television 
talk show hostess Oprah Win- 
frey was accused Friday of tak- 
ing a $10 million bite out of beef 
prices, but outside hundreds of 
fans gathered to serenade her 
with kazoos and shake her hand. 

Whether she was a villain or a 
beloved star depended on where 
she was. 

“It’s kind of unusual because, 
you know. I'm not here to party 
exactly,” said a bemused Win- 
frey outside the courthouse. 

“It feels surreal to me because 
this is very serious what goes on 
during the day. and then have all 
these people screaming." she 
said, gesturing bock toward the 
adoring fans standing behind 
police barricades. 


The curious double life was 
tite result uf a lawsuit by a group 
of Texas cattlemen who eltarge 
that a 199f> Winfrey show about 
mad cow disease drove down 
cattle prices by misleading and 
frightening consumers. 

She was accused of rattling 
futures markets w*hcn she 
vowed never to eat another h;tm- 
buiger after a guest said around 
up cattle protein was being fed 
to other cattle. 

Mad cow disease, or bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy 
tBSE) forced the slaughter of 
1.5 million cattle in Britain and 
is blamed in the deaths of at least 
20 people. Scientists think BSE 
was spread by feeding cattle 
body puns of sheep with a relat- 
ed disease, scrapie. 


U.S. officials say BSE does 
nut exist here, but last year 
banned the feeding of anile pro- 
lein in cattle. 

Witness Bill O’Brien, head of 
plaiiuilf Texas Beef Producers, 
said the Winlrcv show, aired on 
April 15. 1996. caused prices to 
fail by 7 cents a pound in one 
day. 

It hammered home the mes- 
sage tliat US. beef was bud 
"with a video of cuule falling 
down, playing boom, boom, 
boom scary music in the back- 
ground. sound bites of inaccu- 
rate information and Oprah over 
there cheerieading il on and 
putting her stamp of approval on 
all of it." he testified. 

Mr. O’Brien said meat pack- 
ers, after hearing about the show. 


started pulling out of the market 
in droves. 

“The markets reacted tu how 
tin- .show was produced and how 

it scared people," lie said "Prior 
lo the Oprah Winfrey show, the 
safety of American beef was 
presented as u noncvenL" 

Defence attorneys sav the dis- 
puted show was accurate and 
fair and Wanted the heel price 
drop on other factors. 

Testimony was Jo resume 

Monday. 

The trial, expected to Iasi up to 
a month, is the biggest test so far 
of "veguic libel" laws aimed at 
protecting agricultural produc- 
ers from false claims against 
their products. Thirteen states, 
including Texas, have adopted 
the laws. 


White House paralysed as former 
aide negotiates deal to tell all 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The scandal of President Bill 
Clinton’s alleged sexual tryst 
with a young intern took a 
dramatic turn early Saturday 
with the woman in question 
apparently ready to talk about 
tite aft air. 

Former White House intern 
Monica Lewinsky is willing 
u> admit to an affair with Mr. 
Clinton and give details about 
it in exchange for immunity 
from prosecution, the New 
York Times reported Satur- 
day. 

What in other circum- 
stances would have been 
merely a seedy scandal has 
balk toned into a threat to the 
presidency itself because it 
could show that Mr. Clinton 
tied under oath in a recent 
deposition, opening him up 
for possible impeachment 
front Congress. 

Ms. Lewinsky. 24, is how- 
ever not ready to accuse either 
Mr. Clinton or presidential 
adviser Vernon Jordan of ask- 
ing her to deny the affair 
under oath, the Times reports, 
citing investigators involved 
in the ease. 

Negotiating immunity from 
prosecution for herself in 
exchange for cooperating 
with special counsel Kenneth 
Starr, whu is investigating 
presidential improprieties, is 
one way she could retract ear- 
lier sworn testimony and still 
avoid perjury charges. 

Mr. Starr has rejected the 
initial offer. apparently 
because he is seeking infor- 
mation that w ould incriminate 
the president even further, the 
Times reported. 


Talks between Mr. Starr and 
Ms. Lewinsky’s lawyer. 
William Ginsburg, are likely 
to continue over die weekend. 

If Ms. Lewinsky is willing 
to refrain from accusing Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Jordan it 
would clear the two men from 
charges of obstruction of jus- 
tice. 

However it would deeply 
embarrass the president, anil 
still leave Mr. Clinton open to 
petjury for denying the rela- 
tionship under oath w hen he 
testified last weekend in the 
Paula Jones sexual harass- 
ment lawsuit. 

Details of the alleged affair 
have already begun to leak. 
Saturday the Los Angeles 
Times reported that Ms. 
Lewinsky said in secretly 
recorded conversations that 
she engaged in telephone and 
oral sex with Mr. Clinton. 

Mr. Clinton often tele- 
phoned her at home late at 
night to engage in telephone 
sex. an unnamed source who 
heard the tapes told the Times. 

In the recordings Ms. 
Lew-insky is heard saying that 
she engaged only in oral sex. 
as opposed to frill sex. with 
the president, and that Mr. 
Clinton told her he did not 
consider such an act to consti- 
tute an affair. 

Ms. Lewinsky worked ai the 
White House from 1995-96. 
She was 2 1 when the alleged 
affair took place. 

Mr. Clinton is now caught 
between his lawyers, who 
want him to be cautious and 
measured in his statements, 
and his political advisers, who 
want a quick, open and honest 


public response. 

Over the years Mr. Clinton 
has become' famous for hav- 
ing a rapid-response team of 
political firefighters ready to 
douse any political brushfire 
that threatened him. 

Mr. Clinton himself has 
promised to address the issue 
in detail as quickly as possi- 
ble. 

However aides have appar- 
ently concluded that Mr. Clin- 
ton should refrain front 
addressing the scandal before 
the all- important annual State 
of the Union speech, to be 
delivered Tuesday. CNN 
reported. 

in the nationally televised 
presentation, the president 
addresses Congress and tells 
them how the country is 
doing, then details what his 
political agenda is for the year. 

The delay in giving an 
explanation is clearly damag- 
ing the president's credibility: 
Mr. Clinton’s favourable rar- 
ing has dropped 10 percent- 
age points to 50 per cent since 
last week, and 51 per cent 
now believe he does not have 
the proper moral character to 
be the nation's leader, accord- 
ing to a CNN-Time magazine 
poll. 

By a 48-3 1 per cent margin. 
U.S. residents said they 
believe Mr. Clinton did have 
an affair with Ms. Lewinsky, 
and about the same number 
think he had affairs with other 
women since taking office in 
1993. 

Up to now the most damn- 
ing evidence is in the hands of 
special counsel Mr. Starr, who 
is in possession of secretly 


recorded tapes of Ms. Lewin- 
sky describing both the affair 
and the cover-up attempts. 

Mr. Stair expanded his 
probes of Whitewater and 
other White House affairs to 
include this episode after a co- 
worker, Linda Tripp, secretly 
taped Ms. Lewinsky and gave 
Mr. Starr the recordings. 

On Jan. 16 FBI agents 
searched Ms. Lewinsky's 
home and confiscated some of 
her possessions, news repons 
indicated. 

The possessions removed 
from Ms. Lewinsky's apart- 
ment included her personal 
computer, a dress and other 
r clothes, a gold brooch and a 
book of poems by Walt Whit- 
man. 

Several of the items had 
been purchased at a gift shop 
located on Martha's Vineyard, 
an elite island community 
located off the coast of Mass- 
achusetts where Mr. Clinton 
has spent vacations on several 
occasions. 

Some of the confiscated 
items were reportedly gifts to 
Ms. Lewinsky from Mr. Clin- 
ton. 

One Mr. Clinton ghost from 
the past that has surfaced 
again is Gennifer Flowers, 
who claimed in 1992 to be 
then-presidential candidate 
Bill Clinton's lover. 

• Speaking late Friday on the 
CNN show Lany King Live. 
Ms. Bovvers said she felt 
‘“vindicated” by reports that 
the president has admitted 
having a sexual encounter 
with her in his deposition in 
the Jones case. 


Record number of HIV cases in Hong Kong in 1997 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Health authorities here said 
Saturday that IS1 new HIV 
sufferers were documented in 
1997. marking a record num- 
ber of infections registered in 
Hong Kong in a single yean 
. The new cases of Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HJV) pushed up the total 


number of people infected 
with the virus to 957. a gov- 
ernment statement said. HTV 
leads to acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (AIDS). 

The statement said 64 peo- 
ple with full-blown AIDS 
were reported in 1997 bring- 
ing the total number of con- 
firmed cases up to 309. 


It said 80 per cent of the 
transmissions were from sex- 
ual contact with 506 sufferers 
said to have acquired the virus 
through homosexual contact. 

No information was avail- 
able for the other SO HIV 
patients. . 

Hong Kong .AIDS workers 
conducted an AIDS aware- 


ness campaign along the rail- 
way line to Beijing last 
December. AIDS campaign- 
ers in the territory have been 
lobbying Hong Kong authori- 
ties to increase cooperation 
with China to combat the 
spread of AIDS, fuelled by 
flourishing cross-border pros- 
titution. 
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Cuba in spiritual world 


THE MULTI-PRONGED message that 
Pope John Paul U carried with him to Cuba 
during his current visit there will resonate 
for some time to come, given its spiritual 
and political dimensions. From his call for 
an end to the use of sanctions as a political 
weapon to stressing the need for adopting 
spiritual and human values as a way of life 
to encouraging people to stay put in their 
ancestral land, the Pope sought to leave a 
lasting impact by his message to the Cubans 
who still live under communist rule. 

The Pontiff’s rejection of the sanctions 
regime imposed long ago by the U.S. against 
Cuba went beyond the Cuban case since be 
criticised the very rationale behind the 
application of embargoes and boycotts as 
essentially detrimental to innocent peoples. 
This attack on the policy of applying sanc- 
tions against countries carries considerable 
weight since it comes from not a political or 
country leader but from a major religious 
figure. 

In calling for the restoration of religious 
education in Cuba which was banned by 
Fidel Castro’s co mmunis t regime, the Pope 
was basically saying that today’s material- 
istic world could not survive without rein- 
troducing spirituality as an important 
ingredient in it. The warm and spectacular 
reception he received from the people of the 
island suggests that after so many years of 
atheist doctrine, there continues to be 
hunger for spirituality whose flames may 
never be extinguished. It is probably in 
recognition of this fact that the Castro 
regime retracted its anti-religious dogma 
and renounced atheism as an official doc- 
trine in 1992. 

On other fronts, the Pontiff urged Cubans 
not to emigrate and to stay put in their 
homeland instead. Peoples should endeav- 
our to better themselves in their own coun- 
try, he told his audience. At the same time 
he called for democracy and the respect of 
human rights as indispensable conditions 
for the development of Cuba. 

It is premature to forecast how Pope John 
Paul’s visit will change things in and around 
Cuba, if it does at all. What is for certain is 
that quite a few changes must have taken 
place already for it to materialise now. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek Saturday said Syria has raised 
the hue and cry over the Turkish-Isradi-U.S. military 
exercises in the Mediterranean as if these games were 
directed against it or served as an act of aggression 
directed only at Syria. Damascus also picked out Jordan 
as a hostile state colluding against Syrian interests only 
because Amman decided to send an observer to the exer- 
cises, Dr. Fanek said. He said Syria did not raise any 
complaint or protest against the gathering of the military 
armada in the Gulf region in a clear menace to Iraq and 
in fact had joined' the U.S.-led coalition against 
Baghdad. According to the writer, Damascus cannot 
convince any sensible person that it is threatened by 
Turkey, Israel or other external forces because the 
Syrian-lsraeli front along the Golan Heights is quiet and 
not a single Syrian shot has ever been fired on Israel 
after the 'i 973 war. Dr. Fanek said Syria’s complaint 
about the military exercises accuses Israel and Turkey of 
harbouring aggressive designs against it is nothing but a 
smoke-screen to cover up for its collusion against 
Baghdad in the Gulf War and for assuming the role of 
safeguarding Israel’s borders along the Golan front 


Ai Aswaq’s Rashid Hassan backed a proposal put 
forth by a group of Lower House deputies to hold pub- 
lic officials to accounr for their fortunes, saying thai 
such a move can curtail corruption. Similar proposals 
were put on the agenda by the 1 1th and 1 2th parliaments 
but failed to muster sufficient force, and the drain of 
public funds has continued, recalled the writer. He said 
such proposals reflect a mature democracy and portray a 
trend on the part of the people’s representatives towards 
transparency and gives Parliament credibility. Citing the 
case of Lebanon, the writer said that the country’s for- 
mer prime minister and intellectual Salim Ai Huss had 
said that democracy in Lebanon was in name only, and 
failed to put an end to corruption which precipitated the 
civil war. He said now that the war is over the same form 
of democracy relumed, and the country witnesses 
renewed corruption of a worse kind. Democracy rein- 
forced by laws and steered by institutions is one that 
lasts and addresses such misconduct and abuse of 
power, said the writer. He said Parliament in Jordan 
should give democracy credibility by introducing and 
applying laws which hold officials accountable for their 
wealth and so put an end ro all forms of bribery and 
abuse of power. 


— — 1 — 

What to do: Import factories or export manpower? jes e 


ONE OF our daily newspapers, perhaps AI Arab Al 
Yawm. revealed that we have some 34 unauthorised 
offices, the business of which is to facilitate the transfer of 
unemployed Jordanian workers to Israel to find jobs in 
Israeli factories. Hundreds if not thousands of Jordanian 
workers left the country to Israel ostensibly for tourism or 
to visit reladves. but the real purpose of their travel was to 
find jobs and work illegally. 

This trend is obviously not desirable from a Jordanian 
point of view, but it is unavoidable in light of pure eco- 
nomic considerations. The trend will only intensify with 
time as long as there is high unemployment in Jordan and 
an abundance of low level jobs in Israel. Supply and 
demand will inevitably find a way to meet, one way or 
another. 

Jordan is not of course ready to set a a iron curtain 
around its borders to prevent Jordanians from looking for 
job opportunities elsewhere including Israel. Likewise 
Jordan will not impose harsh restrictions and conduct 
investigations at the bridges with the West Bank and 
crossings with Israel. But even if such undesirable mea- 
sures were taken, the Jordanian workers will definitely 
find a way to get into Israel. Therefore we should deal 


with this phenomenon wisely and creatively. 

First of all we have no right to blame workers for stand- 
ing in lines for long hours at the gates of the Israeli 
embassy in Amman hoping to obtain visas and find a way 
to enter into Israel because we are unable to create enough 
jobs to cater for the unemployed. Everyone has a right to 
work and earn income to feed him/herself and his/her 
family. 

Two options are open to the Jordanian policy makers: 
Either allow our workers to go and work in Israel at their 
own risk, or facilitate the transfer of Israeli factories, 
especially labour intensive ones such as textile factories, 
to Jordan, especially to industrial estates such as Al 
Hassan Industrial Estate in Irbid. To import Israeli facto- 
ries to Jordan is obviously far better economically, politi- 
cally and socially than exporting Jordanian manpower to 
Israel. 

Several factories jointly owned and managed by Israelis 
and Jordanians are already in place and operating suc- 
cessfully. especially in Irbid and Zarqa areas. We have 
accumulated enough experience to convince ourselves 
that those factories did not come over ro Jordan in order 
to dominate the Jordanian economy or to impose their 


plans and designs over the government, the parliament, 
the justice system, the army, the interior security or any 
other aspect of Jordanian public life. Their only aim is to 
have access to cheap labour and make money. Those 
jointly owned and managed factories employ thousands 
of Jordanians and pay wages which are very low accord- 
ing to Israeli standards but quite satisfactory according to 
Jordanian standards. It is a win win relationship. 

The participation of the Social Security Corporation 
(SSC) in the establishment of joint projects to build 
extracting and manufacturing industry is a wise step as 
long as such projects are located within Jordan and 
accordingly remain under absolute Jordanian sovereignty 
and fall within the authority of the Jordanian government 
and the jurisdiction of Jordanian laws. 

Such industrial Joint ventures or enterprises established 
in Jordan irrespective of ownership should be encouraged. 
They will enhance the Jordanian industrial sector, gener- 
ate jobs and increase exports and foreign exchange earn- 
ings. Our labourers will work in Jordan and have the pro- 
tection of the Jordanian labour Jaw instead of going 
abroad unprotected. 


The Middle East peace process: A South African perspective 


By Aziz Pa had 


THE SOUTH AFRICAN government has 
consistently and enthusiastically supported 
the Middle East peace process since its 
inception. 

Indeed, South Africa continues unwaver- 
ing in its conviction that only through peace 
will countries in the Middle East achieve 
their full potential and thereby attain the 
prosperity which their peoples deserve, and 
which we desire for them. It is for this rea- 
son that South Africa perceives the Middle 
East peace process to be the single most 
important development in the region cur- 
rently and we will actively continue to 
encourage all countries to pledge their 
fullest commitment to this process. 

This said however. South Africa will not 
stand by mute when we perceive that the 
actions of any of the parties to this historic 
process stand in blatant discord with the let- 
ter or spirit of commitments made in terms 
of the peace process, or when the unilateral 
actions of one party are universally per- 
ceived to prompt the creation of circum- 
stances which patently can have no other 
result than negative consequences which are 
predictable and indeed, inevitable. 

In recent months the government of Israel 
has publicly suggested that they are being 
unfairly singled out for criticism and con- 
demnation at a time when they are indeed 
moving forward “seriously" with the imple- 
mentation of their commitments defined by 
the Oslo process. 

There is however, a serious measure of 
disingenuousness inherent in such a state- 
ment! as it carries with it the suggestion that 
at a time when Israel is taking great risks 
with its security in order to meet its peace 
process obligations, the international com- 
munity is rallying to support its opponents. 

Such a suggestion is nothing more than a 
distortion of the truth by those who would 
like to create the impression that the inter- 
national community is on the march once 
again to isolate Israel for reasons of global 
political expediency, or because of a per- 
ceived desire to destroy the Israeli state. 

Indeed, let the record on this matter be 
clear. At a time — not so far distant — when 
Israel was seriously pursuing peace with its 
neighbours, the world beat a path to her 
door. The massive expansion in Israel’s 
diplomatic representation since the start of 
the Madrid and Oslo processes is tangible 
proof of this. 

What more poignant reminder need be 
given than the quite extraordinary expres- 
sion of international solidarity with those 
who support the cause of peace in Israel 
than the sad gathering in November 1995 on 
the windy hills of Jerusalem which Deputy 
President Mbeki attended together with 
approximately 120 of the world's most 
senior leaders, to join that nation’s people in 
laying to rest Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 


who quite literally gave his life in the pur- 
suit of peace. This was an unprecedented 
and resounding international demonstration 
of support to a nation and man who made a 
sacrifice for the cause of peace. It was just 
as powerful a statement of rejection to those 
who will turn to violence to try and stop the 
cause of peace. 

If there is anything which South Africa 
has learned from its own process of peace 
making and reconciliation it is that violence 
can have no part in the quest for peace and 
South Africa will condemn and stand 
against those who use violence for such 
ends, whoever they may be. 

If there is any region of the world where it 
is clear that actions always have conse- 
quences. it is most certainly in the Middle 
East Indeed it is a tragedy that so much 
damage has been done to the cause of peace 
making since 1993 by those who have used 
violence to further their political aims. A 
violent extremist who has killed men at 
prayer in a mosque; those who have 
strapped explosives to their bodies and 
become human bombs; rogues in military 
uniforms who have sprayed bullets into 
crowded streets or killed young children at a 
picnic. Wicked people to whom the most 
resounding response the region can deliver, 
is the commitment that peace is unstop- 
pable.- ■ 

This was our answer to the men of vio- 
lence in South Africa — and let no one 
doubt that if there was any issue which 
threatened to destroy our peace process, it 
was the widespread and indiscriminate vio- 
lence which killed hundreds of innocent 
victims while negotiations proceeded. 

South Africa’s answer to these faceless 
men of violence was the commitment of our 
leaders to redouble their efforts to achieve 
peace and as the world has witnessed, 
against ail odds we succeeded. 

This is our hope for the Middle East. At 
the same time it must be understood clearly 
by the government in Israel, that the world 
has expectations of it. The present govern- 
ment's predecessors demonstrated a stead- 
fastness to stay the course and to take risks 
for peace. They built and nurtured mutual 
trust and respect and treated their peace 
partners with esteem, regard and consisten- 
cy. 

For the past year-and-a-half, however, the 
present Israeli government has adopted 
another course. A zig-zag policy in which 
Israel moves from implementation of Oslo 
process commitments — for which fulsome 
praise was deserved and given — to short- 
term pandering to extremist constituencies 
for narrow domestic political advantage. A 
policy which is as insulting to Israel’s peace 
partners as it is dangerous to the good health 
of the peace process and therefore to Israel’s 
long-term security. 

In the world of politics, perception is as 
important as reality. In this regard, it is a 


reality that in the past 10 months, Israel’s 
peace partners have turned from trust to 
increasing suspicion and hostility. 

It is not sufficient for Israel's government 
to claim that it has shown good faith by 
withdrawal from Hebron and the release of 
prisoners. Good faith in peace making is 
based on much more than that. Most espe- 
cially when the past year has revealed a 
negotiating strategy — based on a so-called 
commitment to bargain from a position of 
strength — which delivers a crass and 
“devil may care" response to warnings that 
opening a tourist tunnel in Jerusalem will 
have disastrous consequences. If further 
examples were needed, what of the gravely 
ill-conceived decision to build a Jewish set- 
tlement at Jabal Abu Ghneim or Har Homa. 
Israel states that this issue is complicated. 
The location straddles the Green Line and 
involves mostly Jewish-owned but also 
some Palestinian land. This is all true but 
the issue revolves not around these convo- 
luted technical arguments raised in Israel’s 
defence, but on the simple fact that the ill- 
advised timing of this decision which could 
have but one result — namely inflaming an 
already dangerous climate — has prompted 
a damaging, negative and at times danger- 
ous reaction. 

Instead of accepting that the Netanyahu 
government’s own ill-advised and inconsis- 
tent policies, which have so poisoned the 
underlying foundations of trust so necessary 
to building peace, contributed directly to the 
climate of incipient violence now prevail- 
ing, Israeli spokesmen have retreated to the 
expedient of blaming their peace partners. 
The Palestinians are accused of giving the 
"green light” to terrorist bombers, while at 
the same time the Israeli government orders 
hit squads to assassinate political opponents 
in the capital of Jordan. 

The lack of understanding for the negative 
consequences of its ill-conceived and 
inconsistent policies is precisely the reason 
why Israel stands so roundly condemned by 
the international community. It is also the 
reason for the ringing criticism of Israel's 
currently most consistent peace process 
interlocutor. King Hussein, who has asked 
Israel’s current leaders why they seem bent 
on destroying all that he believes in and are 
deliberately humiliating their Palestinian 
peace partners. 

Actions speak louder than words and 
Israel has a long road to walk currently, to 
restore faith in the historic peace process 
that has been so sorely tried this past year 
and more. The activities of the present 
Israeli government must not be equated 
with the wishes of the majority of the Israeli 
nation. 

We take hope from public indications 
showing that a large majority of Israelis 
still support the peace process. Israel’s peo- 
ple clearly yearn for peace as much as do 
others in this violence- blighted region. This 


was reflected in the largest ever peace rally 
held in Tel Aviv during November 1997. 

The recent resignation of Foreign Minister 
David Levy and the threatened resignation 
of Defence Minister Itzhak Mordechai are 
further indications of the fact that the pre- 
sent Israeli government is not accurately 
reading the mood of peace which is sweep- 
ing through the nation and indeed among 
more moderate screams of their own coali- 


South Africa can do no less than express 
its unequivocal support for the process of 
peace making and for the peace forces in the 
Middle East. 

Our experience and ihe ethos of our soci- 
ety demand no less. Our own criticism of 
the Israeli government is predicated not 
upon hostility towards Israel, but purely 
upon our own analysis. This analysis is also 
shared by 135 members of the U.N. General 
Assembly who during 1997 voted in favour 
of two Emergency Special Session 
Resolutions of the General Assembly which 
condemned Israeli actions whose sole effect 
was to harm the core foundations upon 
which the peace process had been built so 
successfully since September 1993. 

Violence has no part in the quest for 
peace: but all participants, if they are seri- 
ous, have a duty to avoid aggressive, 
provocative and ‘‘insensitive actions which 
can at best only undermine trust and at 
worst, lead to violent reaction. If one. is 
committed to peace, one does not under- 
mine one s negotiating partners for short- 
term political considerations. They are, after 
all, partners in the search for peace, rather 
than adversaries. 

There is, we believe, no alternative to 
peace, and it is only through perseverance 
and through commitment to honest negotia- 
tion that the Middle East peace process can 
come to fruition. The realisation of such a 
peace will not only impact on the countries 
of the region, but inevitably also on the 
world as a whole. We therefore urge that the 
Israeli government does all in its power io 
avoid actions calculated to undermine the 
achievement of this goal, and to demon- 
strate in practice, its stated commitment to 
peace. 

In this regard, we believe strongly that it 
would be futile and dangerous to re-write or 
re-interpret the Oslo agreement in a manner 
which seeks to move this agreement away 
from the carefully crafted foundations laid 
down by the accord’s architects. The stabil- 
ity, security and development of the entire 
region will be guaranteed by the principle of 
“land for peace” rather than the present 
Israeli government's stated position of 
“peace for security." 


The writer is South Africa ‘s Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. This article was 
forwarded io the Jordan Times by the South 
African embassy in Amman. 


Where is the honour? 


LETTERS 


To the editor 


i AFTER READING the article, Father Arrested For Killing 
i One Week Old Daughter (Jan. 19, 1998). I didn’t know if l 
should feel angry, sad or both. Then I opened the Jordan 
Times and read. Court Sentences Man To Six Month 
Imprisonment Term For Killing Sister. (.Jan. 21). These two 
articles disturbed me very much. 

Fust of all the question comes to mind: Where is there any 
honour in killing and taking a life? The young father who 
took his daughter’s life because of his insecurity and his 
shameful act is unjustified. Did he honestly think that the 
“out of sight out of mind” philosophy would work? His wife 
carried that child for 9 months. Now this poor woman is 
grieving for her daughter whom she never knew and will 
never get to know as well as the loss of ber husband who will 
be imprisoned. (Not to mention the mental anguish of know- 
ing your spouse killed your child.) 

To be ashamed of your actions is one thing, but too make 
yet again another bad choice is truly irresponsible. We are to 
accept the consequences and learn from them. 

In the case of the young man who killed his sister in order 
to cleanse his family honour, how does this out of sight out 
of mind philosophy work again? A person makes mistakes. 
Your responsibility as a family member is to teach, to encour- 
age, to be an example and to love each of the other family 
members. Prayer is another way ro handle family matters. 
God's guidance is most needed and should be sought after 
and used. In my humble opinion. I think life should be 
cherished. It is best to respect one's own life as well as oth- 
ers. After reading such articles in the paper, I have increased 
my prayer for all of us in Jordan. Honour and cleansing 
come from within a person and not from outer physical 


appearances. Does what other people think mean more to you 
than your own flesh and blood? If it does, then why? I pray 
that you examine your own lives before playing God and judg- 
ing and taking someone else's life. 


Praying with you for wisdom. 


Tammy L. Summey 
Amman 


The injustice is to women 


To the editor: 


I HAVE written to the Jordan Tunes on several occasions 
addressing the horrible injustices and crimes committed 
against women in the name of so-called “honour." and strong- 
ly feel that any average decent person should not remain silent 
either. Reading another of Ranu Husseini's reports (Jordan 
Times, Jan. 21, 1998) on a case in which a young man gets 
away with only six months imprisonment for killing his 19- 
year-old sister in order to cleanse his family’s honour, not only 
makes me sick but totally shakes my trust in the judicial sys- 
tem and its practices. 

The report goes on to say. that the offender received a 
reduced sentence because he committed the crime in an act of 
“fury and spontaneity.” Naturally his family dropped the 
charges against him. and the court ruled out premeditation, 
although the defendant happened to be carrying the murder 
weapon ar the time be committed the crime. How can any- 
thing be more absurd? I am neither a detective nor a lawyer. 


but my human instinct tells me. that law and order in this 
country more often than not works in favour of male offend- 
ers, especially where crimes of honour are concerned. 
Dealing with women as a second rate commodity or posses- 
sion is simply obscene, and bowing to customs with no reli- 
gious backing whatsoever when passing judgement is totally 
uncivilised and shameful. Men and women were created 
equal in the eyes of God, and Islamic teachings clearly con- 
demn disc rimin at i on and acts of prejudice against women in 
all sectors of life. Accordingly, both men and women are 
equally responsible for their deeds. Implanting the issue of 
power and pride, honour in males only intensifies men's 
desire to seek to treat women as inferior, dominate them and 
frequently resort to violence against them whenever a prob- 
lem arises. If individuals are to take the law into their hands 
and commit crimes whether in a state of fury or insanity, and 
then get away with their wrongdoings, why are the state 
security and laws there in the first place? Isn't the state sup- 
posed to prosecute offenders even if charges against them i 
were dropped by “concerned relatives"? It makes me also I 
wonder, if lawmakers realise that a man who kills once can l 
easily kill again and again, thus turning him into a potential 
threat to the community. 

If the judicial, system applied today was designed to serve 
a community with a far more different socio-economic struc- 
ture and pattern of life during times when violence, abuse or 
any other criminal behaviour were less frequent it seems that 
the tune for change has come and laws for the protection of 
women and children should be amended in order to comply 
with the needs of a rapidly changing society. 

Instead of continuously bickering during parliamentary 
sessions, deputies will hopefully sit down one day soon and 
come up with a concrete proposal for the adjustment of pro- 
tection laws. 

Mrs. Rumiana M, Nuseibeb 
Amman 
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Vanunu and Shahristani 
deserve the Nobel Peace Prize 


By G wynne Dyer 

-THE ATTITUDE toward my case needs 
to be on the ground of respecting mv 
action as an act that helped all the world, 
even Israel-* 

— Mordechiti Vanunu. 19 January. N96 

NOBODY HAS actually seen MorJechai 
Vanunu 's face for 10 years except his two 
brothers, who lake turns making the sole 
permitted fortnightly visit to Ashkelon 
prison, and the Israeli guards outside his 9 
ft. by 6 ft. tom hv 2m } cell. When his 
protests against solitary confinement occa- 
sionally get as far as a court appearance, his 
jailers cover his head with a mask. And he 
never gets any mercy. 

VanuntTs crime, for which he was sen- 
tenced to 18 years in solitary confinement, 
was to fly to London in 19*86 and tell the 
■Sunday Times' newspaper all he knew 
about Israel's nuclear weapons programme. 
He had been a low-level technician at 
Israel's nuclear facility at Diniona. but from 
the information and photographs he provid- 
ed. experts were able to deduce that Israel 
then had between 100 and 200 nuclear 
weapons. 

The Israel government, which has never 
publicly admitted tor denied) owning 
nuclear weapons, was furious at this revela- 
tion. and acted ruthlessly to silence him. A 
female Israeli agent lured Vanunu from 
Britain to Italy — where he was kidnapped, 
drugged, and shipped back to Israel in a 
crate for punishment. 

But that was a long time ago. and there's 
nothing new on the case, so why bring it up 
now? Because 10 years is a good round fig- 
ure that could capture the public imagina- 
tion — and it's time for nominations tor the 
next Nobel Peace Prize. 

The Nobel Peace Prize is a tool, and 
applied to the right problem it can do won- 
ders. It help:, to protect democratic leader 
Aung Sang Suu K> i from the wrath of the 
generals who rule Burma, as it once pro- 
tected nuclear physicist and peace advocate 
Andrei Sakharov from the anger of the 
Communist tyrants who ruled the old Sovi- 
et Union. It might help to free Vanunu. orut 
least end the vengeful cruelty of his solitary 
confinement. 

This is an urgent matter, for there are 
signs that a whole decade alone is affecting 
Vununu's mental stability. “They want to 
drive him mad.” says his brother Asher. 
"They want to harm him. They want 
revenge." Dr. Ruhama Marton. an Israefi 
psychiatrist who addressed a pro- Vanunu 
conference in Tel Aviv last October, agrees. 

‘The most common feeling people in 
solitary confinement have is that of 
extreme and profound anxiety." said Mar- 
ton. “The feelings of deep abandonment 
and deep anxiety, coupled with the factors 
of thought disorder and hallucinations, 
rapidly put a person into a constant state of 
doubt and uncertainty in which they may 
lose their self-confidence, self-esteem, and 
finally their identity.” Vanunu has had 10 
years of this. 

But there is a problem with nominating 


Vanunu for the Nobel Peace Prize: some 
are hound to see it as an anti-Israeli gesture 
rather than a campaign motivated by anti- 
nuclear and humanitarian sentiments. For- 
tunately. there is also a solution to the prob- 
lem. He is called Dr. Hossein Shahristani. 

Shahristani. like Vanunu, has spent a 
decade in prison for opposing the introduc- 
tion of nuclear weapons in the Middle East, 
but he was rarely alone. He had torturers to 
keep him company, for he is an Iraqi, and 
the government whose nuclear ambitions 
he defied was dial of Saddam Hussein. 

Hossein Shahristani trained in nuclear 
chemistry 1 at the University of Tort mm. and 
returned to Iraq io work in the government- 
run Atomic Energy Organisation at the lime 
when Saddam Hussein was rising to 
supreme power. Shaiirisiani rose too, to 
become Saddam Hussein's chief scientific 
adviser — until the fateful day in 1979 
w hen the Iraqi president ordered his scien- 
tists to Man work on nuclear weapons, and 
.Shahristani defied him. 

He was arrested oil Dec. 4. 1979. and 
accused of treason, t As a Shiite Muslim, he 
was regarded as a potential traitor by the 
predominantly Sunni regime. I The torture 
began at once, and continued day and night. 
They tied his hands behind his back and 
then hoisted him into the air by them: 
"After a few inimiies. the pain is so severe 
in your shoulders, the pain is unbearable." 
And then they applied an electric cattle 
prod (o his genitals. 

After 22 days the torture ended, but 
Shahristani remained in Abu Ghorraieb 
prison in Baghdad for a decade. For a time, 
security police moved into the house with 
his Canadian-born wife Bernice and their 
children Mohumed and Zuhra, who saw 
him only once a month for the next 10 
years. Once the regime offered to free the 
scientist if he would work on its nuclear 
weapons, but he refused. 

Finally, miraculously. Shahristani 
escaped from prison in one of the bombing 
raids on Baghdad during the Gulf War in 
1991. He lied north with his family to Kur- 
distan. and from there was smuggled into 
Iran. He and his wife live in Tehran today, 
running an Iraqi refugee aid organisation. 

Hossein Shahristani is a brave and just 
man who would deserve a nomination lor 
the Nobel Peace Prize on his own merits. 
But he would never be awarded it on his 
own, any more than Mordechui Vanunu 
would. The politics of the rival nation- 
alisms. Arab and Israeli, would get in the 
way. 

A joint . nomination of Vanunu and 
Shahristani, on. the other hand, would have 
an impartiality and a symmetry that rose 
above such considerations. They have each 
paid a great price for acting as their con- 
science dictates, and they deserve recogni- 
tion. But most importantly, the Nobel Peace 
Prize is a tool that could save Vanunu by 
embarrassing the Israeli government into 
releasing him. 

Vanunu has no more secrets to reveal, and 
there is no reason except revenge for Israel 
to keep him in such terrible isolation. He 
needs help from outside, and he is entitled 
to it. 


El Nino creates micro 
Gold Rush in California 


SAN FRANCISCO tAFPj 
— El Nino-spawned 
storms are washing gold 
nuggets from their cen- 
turies-old resting places 
and into the hands of gold 
panners in northern Cali- 
fornia rivers — just in 
time for the 150th anniver- 
sary of the Gold Rush. 

“El Nino will stir up a lot 
of gold and open a lot of 
gold veins." said Mike 
Snierker. whose grandfa- 
ther was a Gold Rush 
prospector. “This year, it 
won’t matter what creek 
you pan in ... Any creek 
with enough water in it to 
pan ... go ahead and try." 

The storms battering 
California this winter are 
promising to replicate the 
rain that soaked James 
Marshall when he made 
his historic discovery or 
gold in a creek at Sutters 
Mill on Jan. 24. 1 84S. 

Almost overnight, tens 
or thousands of treasure 
seekers who would come 
to be known as “Forty- 
Niners" raced to the 
untamed country at the 
base of the Sierra Nevada 
foothills to seek their for- 
tunes. 

A re-enactmenl of Mar- 
shall’s discover) was 
planned for Saturday, 
when counties throughout 
California’s gold territory 
plan to launch a two-year 
bash of parties, parades 
and other events celebrat- 
ing the Gold Rush. 

People interested in 
reliving the era can take 
trips with companies such 
as Gold Prospecting Expe- 
ditions in Jamestown or 


Gold County Prospecting 
in El Dorado County. 

“We get people who just 
want to try prospecting 
once and others who want 
to learn it so they can do it 
on weekends or during 
their vacations." said Joan 
Bailey, who runs Coid 
County Prospecting. "The 
toughest part about 
prospecting now is finding 
a place on the river to 
dredge." 

Marshall wax helping 
German-bom Swiss busi- 
nessman John Suiter build 
a sawmill on the river. Sut- 
ter had managed to get a 
grant of 19.200 hectares of 
fand at the junction of the 
American and Sacramento 
rivers where he planned to 
develop a magnificent 
ranch. Marshall’s discov- 
ery of gold in the river 
ended those plans. 

Virtually the entire pop- 
ulation of San Francisco 
Jell their homes, crops and 
livestock as gold fever 
spread to the coast. In their 
frenzy io find their for- 
tunes. treasure- seekers 
forced local Indians onto 
reservations or killed them 
in order to slake claims 
along the rivers. 

Rivers were diverted and 
oak and redwood forests 
destroyed in the frenzied 
quest 'for fast riches. An 
estimated 12 billion 
tonnes of earth dug up by 
miners was dumped into 
local rivers. killing 
wildlife and burying farm- 
land. ..... , 

While individuals 

panned for gold or washed 
the river soil through large 


metal screens in boxes 
called "sluices." compa- 
nies brought in pressurised 
hoses to wash away entire 
riverbanks and hillsides. 

(t is believed that fewer 
than half of the 90,000 
people, most of them men. 
who set out for California 
by land or sea got there. 
The rest died on the way 
or turned back. 

Most of the miners did 
not get rich. However, 
gold quickly lined the 
pockets of the merchants 
who sold shovels, food 
and other supplies to trea- 
sure hunters. 

It wax a lawsuit filed in a 
San Francisco court by 
farmers claiming that min- 
ing was annihilating farm- 
land that brought the Gold 
Ruxh to a close. 

Both Marshall and Sutter 
died penniless. 

Most of the river banks 
that the Gold Rush 
prospectors rushed to are 
now private property and 
off limits to visitors. Peo- 
ple have built homes on 
the riverbanks. 

Gold Prospecting Expe- 
ditions owns the mile-long 
stretch of Woods Creek 
where it takes aspiring 
gold hunters. On the bank 
of the river is a replica of 
an authentic 1849 miners’ 
camp. 

“The secret to finding 
gold is knowledge... you 
have to know what you are 
doing,” said Mr. Smerker. 
who works for Gold 
Prospecting Expeditions. 
“If you don't do if right, 
all you get is tired and 
your back really hurts." 


Environmentalists push for central incinerator 
to dispose of hazardous medical waste 


By Ahmad AI Khatib 

Special lo the Jordan linn s 

AMMAN — Jordanian hospitals 
and the government arc trying harJ 
to yet rid of thousands of tonnes of 
medical waste while ensuring min- 
imum harm it* the environment. 

But environment experts warn 
that in the absence of a central 
incinerator to bum waste from the 
Kingdom's over 40 private and 
public hospitals, efforts to dispose 
of medical refuse will continue to 
be hampered. 

“At the moment there is tiu com- 
prehensive solution to totally get 
rid of medical waste." engineer 
Haydar Rubub'ah from the Gener- 
al Corporariun for Environment 
Protection told the Jordan Times. 

‘This would be u temporary 
solution, until we can find ade- 
quate financing to set up a central 
incinerator (hat can handle all 
kinds of medical refuse." said the 
engineer handling chemical mate- 
rials and hazardous waste at the 
public department. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali has ordered the formation 
of a specialised committee to look 
into solutions for medical waste as 
part of efforts to find a comprehen- 
sive solution to garbage dumping. 

The committee has asked the 
government to earmark JD 3.5 mil- 
lion from the I99K budget as part 
of an emergency plan that emails 
selling up the first stage of the 
Svvaqa hazardous waste dump. 

The provisions include JD 1.5 
million to establish Jordan's first 
centra! incinerator to handle med- 
ical refuse. 

Bui Mr. Rabab'ah said no deci- 
sion had been reached yet on 
whether the central burner will be 
siruated at the Swaqu dump. 120 
kilometres south of Amman, or at 
Wadi Qattar. east of Amman. 

Instead of burning it on site, haz- 
ardous waste occasionally finds its 
wav into Jordan's main domestic 


garbage dump at Russeifa. near 
Amman. 

The Ministry of Finance has 
asked the Genera! Corporation for 
Environment Protection to cooper- 
ate with the Industrial Develop- 
ment Bank to secure financing for 
the overall JD16 million waste 
dump scheme ui Swaqu. 60 kilo- 
metres south of Amman. 

A Danish firm has suggested the 
creation of a S2S million garbage 
dump at the same site. 


to get rid of medical refuse, they 
still need a comprehensive solution 
to solve such dilemmas.” said Mir- 
vat Arrar. head of the nursing 
department at the Speciality Hos- 
pital. 

According to Mazcn Khalil, head 
of the Ministry of Health Depart- 
ment for Environmental Health, 15 
per cent of hospitals' refuse are 
hazardous waste. 

“Usually, hospitals have their 
own incinerators." he said. "If a 


‘The most important issue in such 
projects is how to manage and control 
the process of treating hazardous waste 
without harming the 
environment. ’ 


Mr. Rabab'ah said the site will be 
chosen after proper studies are 
conducted to ensure safety of the 
area's population, vegetation, and 
fossil water supplies. 

‘The most important issue in 
such projects is how to manage 
and control the process of treating 
hazardous waste without harming 
the environment,” Rabab'ah said. 
“Experts must deal carefully with 
some of the poisonous outcomes 
resulting from incineration." 

Some officials have suggested 
that the private sector be allowed 
to help in supervising the medical 
refuse treatment project. 

Meanwhile, officials said the 
Ministry of Health wax supervising 
the process involving the destruc- 
tion of medical waste that is put in 
red plastic bags — to distinguish it 
from domestic waste that is placed 
in black garbage bags. 

But many environment experts 
fear control measures remained 
lax. 

"Despite the cooperation 
between some hospitals in Amman 


hospital lacks a burner, it co-oper- 
ates with another hospital to get rid 
of their refuse." Mr. Khali! said. 

Hospitals said they had to grap- 
ple with different kinds of waste. 

“The most dangerous waste is 
the one that comes from patients 
who have a contagious disease," 
said Ms. .Arrar. "We immediately 
bum all such refuse." 

Human remains, such as ampu- 
tated legs and arms, are given io 
their owners along with death cer- 
tificates to enable them to bury 
these pans. 

“Laboratory refuse is melted in 
special autoclaves, organic refuse 
is burned in the hospital’s inciner- 
ator while plastics refuse is taken 
bv Greater Amman Municipality 

i 6 am 

Paper and cardboard materials 
are sold for recycling, while tools 
used for culture tests al hospital 
labs are sterilised before being 
incinerated. 

The GAM femes 2.100 tonnes of 
waste a day collected from homes, 
hospitals and plants to the 800- 


dunum Russeifa dump where it is 
burnt and buried in levels — form- 
ing terraces to prevent decom- 
posed and poisonous materials 
from rising to the surface of the 
ground, according lo S'ad Rubadi. 
head of GAM's cleaning depart- 
ment. 

The procedure, known as "land- 
cell terracing" began in 1989 alter 
the World Bank gave die GAM JD 
4 million. 

The GAM treats over 60 per cent 
of Jordan's waste collected from 
its 20 districts and from nearby 
govemorates. including Zarqa. 
home to more than 750,000 Jorda- 
nians. 

Russeifa residents have long suf- 
fered from foul odours and other 
pollutants emerging from the 
dump. 

Deputy Mansour Murad, a long- 
time opponent of all governments, 
gave Dr. Majali 's cabinet a vote of 
confidence in December after die 
premier promised to look into pos- 
sibilities of moving the site of the 
Russeifa dump. 

Zarqa houses 40 per cent of Jor- 
dan's factories which produce a 
range of commodities — from 
detergents to food. 

Many environment activists and 
doctors remain divided on whether 
the burning of medical waste is 
providing a grass-roots solution. 

“I do not think so." sjid Ahmad 
Al Qasem. assistant administrative 
manager at the Islamic Hospital in 
Amman, when asked whether 
incineration helped eradicate the 
problem of medical waste. 

"For example, hospitals in Jor- 
dan cannot be exactly sure about 
the outcome of the process, includ- 
ing released gases." 

"Bur we have no other choice. It 
is better than just burying them and 
leaving them to decompose." Mr. 
Qasem told the Jordan Times. 

"We still look forward to a cen- 
tral incinerator as a solution." 


Thais return to musical roots as economic crisis bites 


By Thaoaporn 
Promyamyal 

A (;ciu;e France Presse 

BANGKOK — Luk Thung. 
Thailand’s traditional coun- 
try music, is making a spec- 
tacular comeback to the 
detriment of Western pop as 
the economic malaise cou- 
pled with a gust of national- 
ism sparks a return to "Thai 
values.” 

Long scorned in Bangkok 
hut popular in the country- 
side, Luk Thung has had its 
ups and downs since it origi- 
nated in 1938, according to 
disc jockey Jenpope 
Jobkrabuanwan. 

"A feeling of nationalism 
has brought Thais who 
admired Western music back 
to our own music." said Jen- 
pope, who has started a com- 


pany devoted to preserving 
and promoting this style of 
music. 

• The daily media eulogises 
“Thai values." or else nation- 
alism which sometimes 
smacks slightly of xenopho- 
bia. in the face of what is 
seen more and more as eco- 
nomic neo-colonialism by 
the West. 

The shift comes as Thais, 
shell-shocked by the eco- 
nomic crisis which has shat- 
tered their economic and 
social dreams of the booming 
1980s. fall prey loan identity 
crisis as they call into ques- 
tion the Western ideals which 
underpinned the “golden 
era." 

The government has begun 
a major campaign of national 
solidarity — known as 
"Thai-Help-Thais" — 


involving the army, major 
national bodies and Buddhist 
monks. It has also launched a 
"Buy Thai" campaign. 

Austerity helps restore Luk 
Thung's popularity. “During 
these tough times, economic 
recession means that Thais 
have to save money, so it is 
better for them to buy Thai 
tapes and CDs instead of 
imported music," said Jen- 
pope. 

Luk Thung cassettes cost 
60-S0 baht against 70-90 
(less than two dollars) for 
Western pop. 

Luk Thung's new star is 
25-year-old Arp a pom 

Nukhonsawan. who took the 
hit parade by storm last year 
with her sentimental hit 
"Lerk Laevv Kah” t Split Up). 

She sold almost a million 
copies of her latest album — 


her ninth — released six 
months ago. after the eight 
previous ones flopped. 

Backing- the revival. Luk 
Thung has also won itself a 
permanent home on the first 
national radio station playing 
the country-style music 24 
hours a day. 

Luk Thung FM, which 
started at the end of August, 
has become one of the most 
popular stations in Bangkok. 

Previously this style of 
music was more or less boy- 
cotted by mainstream FM 
radio and relegated to pro- 
grammed broadcast after 
midnight, said Arpapom. 

“When Luk Thung is 
broadcast on FM. people 
who never listened now lis- 
ten and are interested in Luk 
Thung," said Jenpope. 

"The songs speak of every- 


day life and that is why they 
are so popular." >aid Arpa- 
pom. Some make gentle crit- 
icism of the social and eco- 
nomic order. 

“Now our Luk Thung ha* 
grown from the pn -i. it has 
developed with the help ot 
the new recording technolo- 
gy," she said. It has also ben- 
efited greatly from the gov- 
ernment’s "Buy Thai" cam- 
paign. she said. 

But Luk Thung's fans arc 
not limited to die newly 
impoverished middle and 
working classes. Prime 
among its supporters is the 
popular daughter of the Thai 
king. Princess Maha Chakri 
Sirindhom. who has written 
her own hit song entitled 
“Som Tam" — a favourite 
Thai dish. 
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CAA plans to 
commercialise civil 
airports within 5 years 


Arab Gulf states opt for a wait-and-see 
stand as oil prices tumble 


By ls$am Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) Director 
Jasser Ziyyad said Saturday 
that Jordanian civil airports 
will witness noticeable 
developments in the com- 
ing five years to enable 
them to operate on com- 
mercial basis. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan Times. Captain Ziyyad 
said the aim of this project 
is to enable the airports to 
earn income that can cover 
their services but he noted 
that this process will take 
place gradually. 

According to Capr. 
Ziyyad. the government 
will adopt financial and 
legal restructuring of laws 
and regulations before 
these developments can be 
achieved. He added that the 
project entails allowing the 
CAA to become indepen- 


dent legally, financially and 
administratively. 

CapL Ziyyad noted that 
the CAA’s capital expendi- 
ture for 1998 will amount 
to JD4.2 million. He 
expected the year's rev- 
enues to amount to JD35 
million but he added that 
the changes included in the 
new five-year plan will earn 
the country more revenues. 

He also said that through 
this project, the govern- 
ment will be encouraging 
investments in the airports’ 
different services as the 
transport's sector in Jordan 
acts as one of the main 
arteries for economic 
development 

CapL Ziyyad indicated 
that the CAA has already 
carried out a three-day pro- 
gramme for the develop- 
ment of infrastructure at the 
civil airports enabling them 
to receive all types of air- 
craft. 


ABU DHABI f AFP) — Arab 
Gulf oil producers have 
decided to wait and see 
whether the oil market will 
regain its balance after being 
caught off guard by Asia's 
financial crisis and a sharp 
hike in OPEC's output ceil- 
ing. 

An unusually mild winter 
in the northern hemisphere 
and a resumption of Iraq's oil 
supplies have added pressure 
to the market, sending prices 
to more than 56 below 
OPEC's favoured benchmark 
of $21. 

Just days after they won an 
increase in their market share 
of more than one million bar- 
rels per day ( bpd.l, Saudi Ara- 
bia and its Arab Gulf allies 
began watching helplessly as 


the market took a steady 
downward trend. 

They have refrained from 
supporting calls for an emer- 
gency meeting of the 11- 
nation Organisation of Petro- 
leum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) or taking any other 
hasty reaction in fear it could 
have a counterproductive 
impact. 

“Gulf states believe a hasty 
response could send the 
wrong message to the mar- 
ket. which is already very jit- 
tery,” a Gulf oil analyst said. 

“They appear to be waiting 
in the hope prices could 
improve when the Asian cri- 
sis eases and the market 
absorbs OPEC's new produc- 
tion agreement.” 

So far. OPEC's only action 


was to invite its ministerial 
monitoring committee to 
meet in Vienna on Monday to 
discuss the price crisis. 

The committee, grouping 
the OPEC's Secretary Gener- 
al Rilwanu Lukman with oil 
ministers of Iran. Nigeria and 
Kuwait, has no powers to 
decide on output levels but 
can make recommendations 
to OPEC. 

The sub-committee meets 
every three months and it 
was not immediately clear 
what the extraordinary meet- 
ing would cover as no figures 
are currently available by 
OPEC's secretariat on 
monthly production under 
the new’ agreement 

In an interview with A1 
Yamama weekly. Saudi oil 


minister Ali A1 Nuaimi 
dashed any hope the commit- 
tee's talks could develop into 
a full OPEC meeting. 

“What has been said about 
an emergency meeting is a 
mere ruraour. 'said Mr. Nuai- 
mi, whose Gulf country con- 
trols nearly a third of 
OPEC’s production. 

“But OPEC is closely 
watching the developments 
in the market ... There are 
consultations between its 
ministers by telephone but 
we have not reached the 
extent to call for an emer- 
gency conference. It is early 
now to judge prices and the 
market situation and OPEC 
is not used to hasty reac- 
tions,'' he added. 
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Israel suffers 3% drop 
in tourist arrivals in ‘97 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
number of visitors to Israel 
dropped three per cent to 
around two million in 1997 
after a fall of seven per cent the 
previous year, the Central 
Bureau of Statistics has said. 

Industry officials said the 
decline occurred mostly at the 
start of the year and stabilised 
later despite a 10-month dead- 
lock in the peace process and 
summer suicide bombings in 
occupied Jerusalem which 
claimed 21 lives. 

The massacre of 58 foreign 
tourists in the Egyptian resort 
of Luxor in November may 


have persuaded foreigners to 
visit Israel instead, the officials 
said. The number of tourists 
visiting Israel in 1996 had fall- 
en seven per cent from 1995 
figures largely due to a spate of 
suicide bombings by militants 
in February and March that 
killed 58 people. 

Tourism officials estimated 
in mid- 1997 that the industry 
had lost $4.5 milli on as a result 
of die 1996 bombings. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
are gearing up for the visit of 
between four and five million 
Christian pilgrims in 2000 to 
celebrate the millennium. 


Cindy Crawford dazzles India with the launch 
of the Constellation My Choice watch! 


BRAND AMBASSADRESS Cindy Crawford wfll be the star of a suc- 
cession of spectacular events in Bombay on Jan. 24 and in New Delhi on 
Jan. 25. 1998. Tm so happy to be present in India for the opening cele- 
bration of OMEGAs 150th anniversaiy year! India is truly a land of leg- 
endary traditions, fascinating culture and vibrant people, acountry where 
1 am very proud to launch the new Constellation My Choice watch.” 

Cindy Crawford will kick-off the anniversaiy launch with a noon press 
conference and luncheon on Saturday, Jan. 34 at the Hotel Taj where 
Miss World Diana Hayden will be presented with a Constellation My 
Choice watch. In late afternoon. Cindy will visit the “Beautiful Boule- 
vard” jewellery shop. The same evening, she mil be guest of honour at 
the Miss India contest at the Hotel Taj. 

The new Constellation My Choice is the first of four limited series — 
one from each product family (Constellation, Searraster. Speedmaster, 
De Vilfe i — to be launched during OMEGA’S 1 50th anniversary year. In 
the Prestige Workshop at OMEGAs headquarters in Bienne. Switzer- 
land Cindy Crawford selected the final design for the My Choice watch, 
her tribute to women the world over who identify with the values she 
shares with OMEGA ‘The Constellation My Choice represents all the 
qualities I look for in a watch: class, elegance, subtlety, beauty and fash- 
ion. It proves once again OMEGA’S sensitivity to the style and look of 
today's women.” 
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THE Daily Crossword EcMed by Wayne Robert W i Ba ms I I I Peanuts 


ACROSS 
1 Govt, agents 
5 City on Tampa 
Bay 

15 Leave out 

16 Classic 61m role 
of Rosalind 
Russel 

17 Get up 

16 German spa 

19 Drain screen 

20 Municipal 
vehicle 

21 Prefix's prefix 

22 Sleep-sided, 
narrow valleys 

24 Surgeon who 
created a 
cereal 

26 Made amends 

29 Curtis of “A 
Fish Called 
Wanda* 

30 Fun of recent 
info 

3f Stability 

32 Writer Madame 

de 

33 Hand-woven 
cloths 

38 Excrete 

43 Rounds of 
applause 

44 River of B.C.. 
Canada 

45 Slackens 

46 Music teacher 

47 Football coach 
Parseghian 

48 Group before 
the NRC 

49 Waste 
allowance 

50 Sophia Loren’s 
husband 

55 Declaim wildly 

56 1986 Peace 
Prizewinner 

57 foee 

58 People market 

59 Practical joker 



YE5. MA'AM ..UJEVE COME TO 
RENEti) HIS 006 LICENSE.. 

H 


bknv 

grt 

spw. 


(SHE SAID NOT TO \ 
UJORCT.. YOU PON T ] 
, HAVE TO TAKE AN J 
EYE TEST.. J 


t WASN'T 
WORRIER. 
THI5 EYE 
15 EVEN 
BETTER... 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 25; i99jf 

By Linda C. Blacky Tribune Media Services, JnCi 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) There sure is something 
going on at home, and things will never be the same 
after this. You’re all in fabulous moods, so the destruc- 
tion will produce beneficial results. The more friends 
you have to help, the more fun it will be. It wouldn't hurt 
to appoint someone construction foreman. You do need 
to stay organised. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A neighbour or relative 
needs a shoulder to cry on. You’re always calm, sympa- 
thetic and good at making decisions. That’s something 
your friend is having trouble with right now. He or she 
can’t figure out what to do next. To you. it’ll be obvious. 
But try not to laugh: the situation could easily be 
reversed. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) There's money or some’ 
thing else valuable coming to you. Put it straight into 
savings and you'll have a nice nest egg when you get 
old. Don't loan it to a friend in need, no matter how des- 
perate his or her situation seems to be. There's no point 
in both of you getting into financial difficulties. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’re looking very 
good to people with influence and status. You're also 
under scrutiny from an older person who could give you 
an excellent opportunity. Make it a point to. hang out 
with the best crowd in town, just in case. Don’t be shy. 
You've got it, so you might as well flaunt it It pays to 
advertise. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) New information needs to 
be kept secret for a while. If a certain friend or loved one 
finds out the news will be all over town by nightfall. Be 
available to one who needs to talk, but make sure it’s 
understood that the conversation will go on further. This 
puts you under a bit of pressure, but you can handle iL 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is an excel- 
lent day for a party. Is it somebody's birthday’s? If you 
don’t have anything planned, you could get your 
favourite group together in a nanosecond. They’ll all be 
in the mood But die party’s probably not at your house 
— more likely you're all of doing something fun togeth- 
er. Skiing, anyone? 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) If you’re watch- 
ing for the opportunity, you'll notice it when it arrives 
today. This wifi be a request you don't know how to fill. 
That means you'll have to learn quickly. In the mean- j 
time, you'll develop your new skills. Go ahead and push 
yourself. It'll be fun. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) The 'urge to 
travel will be overwhelming today. Why resist? Even 
better, get yourself to a location that's either near or on 
the water. Fishing, anyone? If you're with the right per- 
son, that’s one of the most romantic things you could do. 
Avoid a meaningless argument this evening. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) A 
thrifty neighbour can help you make a purchasing deci- 
sion. You just walk into the store and buy whatever's on 
the shelf. Not so with your older friend. He or she knows 
how to stretch a nickel. That's a handy skill to leant, and 
conditions are right With the money you save, you can 
buy something you’ve been thinking about 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Some- 
times you-get so busy you don't make time for- the peo- 
ple you hold most dear. You think they’ll understand, but 
they don’t That could be noticeable today. Put in the 
correction before you get the criticism. That will make a 
good impression on everyone concerned, and be a big 
surprise to some of them. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Take care of 
somebody else today. You’ve been busy lastly and this 
person has been a little neglected. Don’t let this one get 
by you. It’s important to show that you cane in more 
ways than just talking about it. What counts today is 
your actions. Just show up and provide something that's 
needed. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Love affairs, 
games of chance, and relationships with children are ail 
favoured. What a marvellous way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon. You hereby have permission to act like a lit- 
tle kid yourself. If you're in a romantic relationship, 
spend the day exploring the possibilities. 


Birthstone of Janoary: Garnet — Rose Quartz 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glastergen 



"! ought to spend more time at 
the office. My computer there 
has some great games.” 


By WNtyA. Wh 

Niv York. NY 


DOWN 

1 Computer 
language 

2 UAE 

constituent 

3 Repudiate 

4 Okf-time 
underwear 


5 Took a taxi 

6 Feasts on Maui 

7 Concludes 

8 Consulted 

9 Dog’s first 
name 

10 Pattern of 
intrigue 

11 Docs' group 

12 Future frog 

13 Cornea forth 

14 Bridge 
mispleys 

23 Napoleon's 
general 

24 Lettuce 
relatives 

25 Old-time actor 
Jennings 

26 Cover 

27 Dawson of 
football 

29 Bennett and 
Benoit 

31 Dumbfounds 

32 Pick out 

33 Greeley and 

Walpole 

34 In general 

35 Tropical malady 
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36 Hot time in 
Paris 

37 Iniquity 

38 Afore 

39 Of the stomach 

40 Brit of 'CHIPS* 

41 More tranqul 

42 Moved ala 
quick pace 


44 Easy 
46 Doled (out) 
48 Latin handto 

51 *My Nairn b 
Asher 

52 Be in the red 

53 Abyss 

54 the 
ramparts ...” 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Arab Bank ’s board of directors 
decides to double capital to JD88m 


** THE ARAB Bank'.s board of directors 
has decided to double the bank's capital 
from JD44 million 10 JD88 million and iu 
recommend to the general assembly 
approving this increase during an extraor- 
dinary meeting to be held towards the end 
of March 1998. By capitalising reserves 
and distributing a free bonus share for 
every share held by the shareholders, the 
capital will rise to S.8 million shares, the 
par value of each is JD1U. 

By raising its capital, the Arab Bank 
becomes the largest Jordanian bank in 
terms of capital. The bank, considered the 


largest private sector bank in the Arab 
World, increased its capital a few years 
ago from JD22 million to JD44 million by 
issuing tree bonus shares to shareholders-. 

The bank has more than JD13 billion in 
assets and. according to a source, the Arab 
Bank boosted profit by 15 per cent last 
year over the profit posted in 1996. With- 
in this framework, observers expect the 
share price of the Arab Bank to keep on 
rising to ovei JD400 until the free bonus 
shares are distributed. At that time, the 
price could drop u> below JD20U before 
climbing up again I Al Dustour). 


Hafez wants exemptions reviewed to 
counter decline in customs , sales tax revenue 


** FINANCE MINISTER Suleiman 
Hafez has recommended to the Council 
of Ministers approving a rearrangement 
of exemptions from customs dudes and 
sales tax. This recommendation comes in 
light of the declines in revenues from 
customs and those anticipated as well as 
the shortfall in the amount of sales tax 
collected. 

The recommendation also refers to var- 
ious exemptions, also grunted in accor- 
dance with the customs, sales tax and 


investment promotion laws, which affects 
customs revenue. 

The minister stressed the need to reor- 
ganise exemptions related to ministries, 
government department and companies 
enjoying concessions as well as religious 
institution-, and charitable organisation to 
be in line with the government policies 
for a higher level of rationalisation and to 
remedy imbalances caused by such 
exemptions (Al Dustour). 
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Japan’s 
bankruptcy 
liabilities hit 
record in 
1997 


TOKYO (AFP 1 — Japanese 
companies failing into bank- 
ruptcy in 1997 incurred record 
posi-Woild War II liabilities of 
14.02 trillion yen ($102 bil- 
lion). a private credit agency 
has said. 

The figure, up 75.4 per cent 
from 1996. exceeded the pre- 
vioun record of 9.03 trillion 
yen in 1995, as " recess ion 

became mure serious," 
Teikoku DataKmk said in a 
statement. 

The number of hankrupieie.s 
with debts of It) million yen 
or more rose 12.5 per cent 
fixoti a year earlier to I6,3h5. 
the lughest figure .since 1986 
wlien 1 7,476 cases were 
reported, it said. 

The agency blamed govern- 
ment decisions in April last 
year to raise the consumption 
tax from three per cent to five 
per cent :ind abolish special 
'cuts on income and lueal taxes 
that had been in force for two 
years. 

Hie dismal data eanie amid 
“decreased demand sienuning 
from the consumption tax hike 
in April and abolishment of 
s|iecial lux cut. bankruptcies of 
general contractor* after sum- 
mer. financial unrest, credit 
shrinkage and extremely slug- 
gish personal consumption." 
Teikoku Databank said. 

"The government did not 
change it> judgement ‘econn- 
mv has been recovering' and 
exposed its overly optimistic 
recognition." it said. 

“Such weak sense of crisis 
brings disappointment and 
increasing credit unrest." 

The agency said the failure 
of Tokaf Kogyo Co. Ltd., the 
first among listed construction 
companies, and the following 
bankruptcies of Tada Corp. 
and Daito Kogyo Co. Ltd. 
"plunged the construction 
industry into panic." 

Hie number of bankruptcies 
of listed companies totalled 
10, the second largest figure 
since 11 failures in 1965, 
including Sanyo Securities Co. 
Lid., Yaohan Japan Corp and 
three general contractors. 

The failures of two financial 
giants in November — 
Yamaichi Securities Co. Ltd. 
and Hokkaido Takushoku 
Bank Ltd. — are not included 
in the annual data, because 
technically Yamaiclii is closing 
itself and Hokkaido 
Takushoku is transferring its 
operations lo another bank. 

In 1997, bankruptcies attrib- 
uted to effects of a weak econ- 
omy, such as a sales slump, 
totalled I0.74S cases, or 65.7 
per cent of the total, the worst 
figure on record, Teikoku 
Databank said. 

The total topped 10,000 for 
the first time in 12 years, it 
added. 

Bankruptcies in all sectors 
except for the manufacturing 
industry shewed a year-on- 
vear increase. Thoi>e in the 
construction sector totalled 
4.7S5 cases, lopping 4,500 for 
the find lime in 1 1 years. 

In December alone, ihe 
number of bankruptcies came 
to l .593. up 26.5 per cent from 
a year earlier and marking a 
ycar-on-year rise for the sev- 
enth consecutive month. 

Liabilities in the month 
bloated to 2.746 billion yen, 
the highest monthly since the 
end of World War II. The fig- 
ure broke the previous record 
of 2.ol5 billion yen in April 
1997. Teikoku Databank said. 
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Study: Asian crisis set to 
erode British banking profits 


LONDON iAFP.i — 
Reduced economic growth 
across Asia and sharp looses 
in local currencies will hit 
future profits at British banks 
that are exposed to the 
region, economists have 
warned. 

Annual profits at HSBC, 
which owns Hong Kong 
Bank, will fall by 25 per cent 
from a previous forecast iu 
4.45 billion pounds ($7.1 bil- 
lion i in J99S. economists at 
Lehman Brothers stock bro- 
kers predicted. 

And torecasi profits at 
Standard Chartered hank, 
which also has a strong pres- 
ence in Asia, were cut by 33 
per cent from Lehman 
Brothers’ previous furecasi 
to 725 million pounds. 

In contrast, the researchers 
predicted that the domestic 
banking sector in Britain 
would “remain robust.” 

Lehman Brothers said that 
"we are significantly reduc- 
ing our earnings expectations 
in response to the region's 
financial crisis." 

Economists at the trading 
house warned that "there are 
also obvious risks that the 
crisis could worsen." 

Losses suffered from retail 
banking activities in Asia, as 
the region grinds into reces- 


sion. and crushing devalua- 
tion of regional currencies 
will hit profits this year, the 
hank said. 

Lehman Brothers forecast 
that devaluation would wipe 
15U million pounds from 
HSBC profits this year In 
1996. the last full year for 
which results are available, 
the bank reaped pre-tax prof- 
its of 4.52 billion pounds, of 
which 37 per cent came 
from Hong Kong. 

In addition, researchers 
suggested that the bank 
might seek to redirect plans 
to develop its reLail network 
in Asia to the U.S. and Euro- 
pean markets. 

"Consumer activity is like- 
ly to be considerably weaker 
than previously expected and 
the development of this busi- 
ness is likely to bo a lower 
priority.** the study suggest- 
ed. 

Lehman Brothers said that 
Standard Chartered was 
more brazenly exposed to the 
troubled Asian retail sector. 
Personal banking contributed 
65 per cent of group profits 
to Standard Chartered, com- 
pared with a target set by 
Hong Kong Bank to reap 30 
per cent of profits from the 
sector within five vears. 


Gold may emerge from 
Asian setback with 
some gains — GFMS 


LONDON 1 AFP ) — The gold 
market faces reduced demand 
from southeast Asia in the 
coming year and further sales 
from European central bank 
reserves, but may nonetheless 
recoup some lost ground in 
199$. experts have said. 

Stewart Murray of Gold 
Fields Mineral Services 
tGFMS) said in a statement 
that "the economic ramifica- 
tions of the East Asian crisis 
will continue to affect the 
region's gold off-take for 
some time." 

The author of GFMS' annu- 
al review of the gold market 
said that dealers also face the 
possibility of concerted sell- 
ing of European central bank 
reserves before die selection 
of countries to participate in 
the launch of the single cur- 
rency in May !99S. 

However. Murray predicted 
that this "might, somewhat 
paradoxically, even benefit 
gold if such soles were seen as 
less of a threat compared to 
the uncontrolled and unpre- 
dictable flow of metal on to 
the market last year." 

Gold prices hit an IS-yeur 
low in late 1997. as the market 
reeled under the weight of 


widespread selling of central 
bank reserves, notably from 
Australia and Argentina. 

Throughout 1997. dealers 
were alarmed by the prospect 
of European central banks off- 
loading gold reserves in a bid 
to reduce national debt as 
governments scrambled to 
meet the qualifying tests for 
monetary union. 

-Jf official sector stocks 
stop being regarded as a huge 
and threatening overhung ... 
hedgers and investment funds 
might stun taking a more pos- 
itive view on gold." Murray 
said. 

The gold analyst predicicJ 
that there might be a "sterili- 
sation of reserves" after the 
launch of the single currency 
on January I 1999. 

Sources close to European 
central banks and govern- 
ments told German journalists 
that the main European cen- 
tral banks had agreed that the 
future European Central Bank 
should hold some of its 
reserves in the form of gold. 

GFMS said that official gold 
sales rose by 64 per cent last 
y ear to a net amount of 393 
tonnes. 
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Sports 


Agassi’s path cleared as Rafter falls 


Rusedski eliminated; Hingis ousts Koumikova 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Andre Agassi shot down 
another opponent at the 
Australian Open on 
Saturday and saw his path to 
renewed Grand Slam glory 
cleared further by the shock 
defeat of World No. 2 Pat 
Rafter. 

Agassi beat Italy’s Andrea 
Gaudenzi 6-2, 6-2, 6-0 and 
was installed as second 
favourite by bookmakers for 
the men's title behind old 
rival Pete Sampras. 

His fourth round opponent 
will be Alberto Berasategui 
of Spain who beat 
Australian hero Rafter 6-7- 
(2/7), 7-6 (9/7), 6-2, 7-6 * 
(7/4) in a dramatic night 
game. 

“Everybody thought it 
would be Rafter- Agassi. 
But I saw my chance, I took 
it and ... I'm Sony," 
Berasategui said after. 

Rafter was exhausted after 
nine punishing sets in two 
earlier matches. while 



Swiss star became number 


Russia's Anna Koumikova keeps her eyes on the ball during her third round loss to 
world number one and defending champion Martina Hingis from Switzerland at the 
Australian Open in Melbourne January 24. Hingis defeated Koumikova in three sets 
6-4 4-6 6-4 (Reuters photo) 
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Indonesian giantkiller 

Yayuk Basuki. who 

claimed the scalp of 14th 
seed Van Roost 6-4, 6-4. 

Asia has three women 
through to the fourth round 
after 16th seed Ai Sugiyami 
of Japan beat Poland’s 
Magdalena Gray bows kn 7-6 
(7/5), 1-6. 6-4 and 

Thailand's Tamarine 

Tanasugam beat fourth seed 
Iva Majoli on Friday. 

Basuki. ranked 24 in the 
world, has already beaten 
Hingis once, but before the 


one. 

Australia's Todd 

Woodbridge beat Britain’s 
big server Rusedski, 7-6 
(7/5), 6-4. 6-2. 

Rusedski said he just 
played badly. Woodbridge 
said the support of the home 
Australian crowd had been 
crucial. “I think they appre- 
ciated the little guy was out 
there making the big ones 
look a bit silly at tunes." 

Rusedski is the ninth out 
of 16 men’s seeds to fail, 
with half of the tournament 
now completed. i 

Among the rest of the 
favourites, third seed 
Amanda Coetzer of South 
Africa eased through 6-3, 6- 
1 against the last Australian 
women's contender 

Annabel Ellwood. 

Coetzer must now play 
German 10th seed Anke 
Huber, who fought back to 
beat Joanette Kruger of 
South Africa 6-7 (4/7), 6-3, 
6 - 2 . 

Fifth seed and former 
Open champion Mary 
Pierce of France beat Olga 
Barabanschikova, an 18- 
y ear-old from Belarus and 
now takes on Henrieta 
Nagyova of Slovakia. 

Chile's Marcelo Rios, the 
men’s ninth seed, beat 
Australian qualifier 

Andrew llie to maintain his 
record as the only man to 
have reached at least the 
fourth round in the last five 
Grand Slams. 


Venus Williams of the USA kisses her racquet whilst partnering her sister Serena in 
the third round of the women’s doubles at die Australian Open in Melbourne Janaary 
24. The William's pair defeated Rika Hiraki of Japan and Mercedes Paz of Argentina 
2-6 6-2 6-2 (Reuters photo) 


Berasategui used whiplash 
topspin to prevent the 
Australian attacking. 

There were other shocks. 
Australia's Todd 

Woodbridge ousted 

Britain’s No. 5 seed Greg 
Rusedski, while women’s 
I4th seed Dominique Van 
Roost of Belgium went out 
to Yayuk Basuki of 
Indonesia. 

The state-run National 
Sportsbet now has Agassi at 
odds of 9-2 for the men’s 
title, just behind Sampras at 
4-6 and ahead of sixth seed 
Petr Korda at 10-1. 

Agassi, who suffered an 
alarming slump last year, 
played against Gaudenzi 
with all the brilliance that 
made him World No. I in 


1 995 when he won the 
Australian Open. 

He served six aces, com- 
mitted just one double fault 
and halved the number of 
unforced errors from the 
second round. 

‘“As this tournament's 
gone on I’ve got stronger 
physically and I feel better 
now than I did earlier and 
my confidence is coming on 
now" Agassi said praising 
the role of his movie star 
wife Brooke Shields in his 


tennis renaissance. 

“I now Literally look for- 
ward to playing. I look for- 
ward to competing to try 
and win, die harder you 
push your body, the harder 
you push your mind, your 
spirit, the deep level of sat- 


isfaction you have.” 

Women’s favourite 
Martina Hingis beat 
Russian teenager Anna 
Koumikova for the third 
time in three meetings — all 
in Grand Slams — but the 
16-year-old Koumikova 
took a set off her for the 
first time in the 64, 4-6, 6-4 
defeat 

“If I had been a little more 
experienced I would have 
been able to win today,” said 
Koumikova, who insisted 
her performance was proof 
that she is not just a pinup 
girl. 

Hingis was not happy with 
her match. “If I want to keep 
winning I have to get bet- 
ter,” she said. 

But Hingis now takes on 



World No. 1 and defending champion Martina Hingis 
of Switzerland smiles during her third round match 
against Russia’s Anna Koumikova at the Australian 
Open in Melbourne. Hingis defeated Koumikova in 
three sets 6-4 4-6 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


NFL eyes games in Mexico 


SAN DIEGO (AFP) — The National Football 
League is considering playing a regular season 
game in Mexico, commissioner Paul Tagiiabue 
confirmed on Friday. There were rumors that the 
Tennessee Oilers, who played last year before 
sparse crowds in Memphis and are scheduled to 
play again at the Liberty Bowl next season 
before their Nashville stadium is ready in 1999. 
would play a regular-season home game in 
Mexico in 1998. “We are not only looking at 
Tennessee, but at some type of rotating regular- 
season game played outside of the United 
States” Tagiiabue said. The largest crowd in 
NFL history, 112,376, attended a pre-season 
game between the Dallas Cowboys and Houston 
Oilers in Mexico City on August 15. 1994. 


Sheikh Abdallah Ibn Zayed Al Nahayan, who 
also heads the football federation, annouced the 
decisions in a press conference here. He said 
“local clubs will be able to apply professional 
standards, with the agreement of players” and 
“the clubs will also be able to recruit foreign 
players.” UAE clubs had been forbidden to hire 
foreign players since 1981. 


Kipketer sidelined by malaria 


Ronaldo fined in Italy 


UAE to recruit foreign players 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The Football Federation 
of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) decided 
Friday to increase professionalism in football 
here and authorize the recruitment of foreign 
players by local clubs beginning next season. 
The UAE minister of information and culture. 


MILAN (AFP) — Infer Milan's Ronaldo had his 
first brush with Italian football’s disciplinary 
committee on Friday, when he was fined two 
million lira ($1,1 50) for comments about refer- 
ees. The Brazilian claimed that penalty decisions 
had been biased against Inter in their game 
against Sampdoria on December 6, but were 
biased in Juventus’ favour in their match at home 
to Lazio on the same day. His club were also 
fined the same amount for the comments made 
by Ronaldo, who did not appear before the com- 
mittee. Vittorio Cecchi Gori was meanwhile 
banned from exercising his duties as president of 
Fiorentina for 30 days and his club fined 30 mil- 
lion lira (517,000) for comments he made about 
referees and Italy's soccer authorities. 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) — World 800 metres 
champion Wilson Kipketer has been laid low by 
malaria and expects to be hospitalised for at least 
two weeks. The Kenyan-born Dane fell ill in 
Faro, in the south of Portugal, last Monday, 
according to the Danish Athletics Federation. He 
will remain hospitalised for at least another 10 
days, his coach Slavomir Novak said. Danish 
officials said they had initially kept the informa- 
tion secret “to assure Kipketer of the rest and 
calm he needed in the first days of his illness.” 
Kipketer has been advised not to return to 
Denmark but to continue undergoing treatment 
in Portugal. “We will stay on the Algarve until 
Wilson is completely recovered." Novak said, 
adding that Kipketer was makiog rapid 
progress. World record holder Kipketer, 24. who 
was the 1997 LAAF Athlete of the Year, was 
training in Portugal in preparation for the 
upcoming season. He is believed to have con- 
tracted malaria on a recent trip home to his coun- 
try of birth. 
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Andre Agassi of the U.S. gives the thumbs up to his coach in the stands after his third 
round match against Italy’s Andrea Gaudenzi at the Australian Open in Melbourne 
January 24. Agassi won in straights 6-2 6-2 6-0 (Reuters photo) 



Spain’s Alberto Berasategui celebrates his victory over world number two Patrick 
Rafter of Aust ralia after their third round match at the Australian Open in 
Melbourne January 24. Berasategui defeated Rafter in four sets 6-7 7-6 6-2 7-6 
(Reuters photo) 


Nagano Olympic Village opens 
to mark two-week cotintown 


NAGANO (AFP) — The 
Nagano Olympic Village 
opened Saturday two weeks 
before the central Japanese 
city hosts the largest ever 
Winter Games. 

“Preparations for proudly 
welcoming athletes and 
officials as our family 
members have been made,” 
village mayor Shozo 
Sasahara told the opening 
ceremony as snow fell. 

The 40 billion yen ($315 
million) village is located 
seven kilometers south of 
central Nagano and will be 
home to some 3,000 com- 
petitors and officials during 
the 16-day Games opening 
on February 7. 

The 1,030 units in the 19- 
hectare complex, mostly 
housed in five or six-storey 
towers, overlook the elevat- 
ed railways of a new bullet 
train, which started operat- 
ing last October. 

The Nagano Olympics 
will be the biggest Winter 
Games yet with more than 
70 countries expected to 
participate, officials said. 

During the ceremony, the 
flags of Japan and the 
International Olympic 
Committee were raised 
after Yasuko Konoe. a 
cousin of Emperor Akihito 
and honorary mayor of the 
Olympic Village, declared 
the village open. 

Japanese Olympic 

Committee (JOC) president 
Hironoshin Furuhashi told 
the opening ceremony: “I 
am confident that this 
Olympic village is one of 
the highest quality villages 
of all." 

Several delegation offi- 
cials from Japan. Britain 
and the United States 
checked into the village 
after the ceremony, officials 
said, with dozens of other 
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Officials hoist the Olympic and Japanese national flags 
at the opening ceremony of the Olympic Village in 
Nagano, central Japan January 24. The 16-day Games 
will open February 7 (Reuters photo) 

Olympic officials and ath- 
letes from Canada, Italy, 

Poland and Taiwan sched- 
uled to arrive here late 


arrive 

Saturday. 

The village is virtually a 
self-contained town. Public 
facilities include a post 
office, bank, hospital and 
church, while arcade 
games, a disco and comput- 
er rooms are available for 
entertainment and relax- 
ation. 

At the broadcasting cen- 


ter. some 4,000 people from 
55 broadcasting organisa- 
tions will work, including 
officials of U.S. network 
CBS, which signed a record 
$375 million contract for 
the Winter Games. 

“Some three billion peo- 
ple in the world will watch 
the Olympics,” Makoto 
Kobayashi, director general 
of the Nagano Olympic 
Organising Committee, told 
the opening ceremony at the 
center. 
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PHILADELPHIA "1" 


V 


fly 


George Clooney 


Nicole Kidman .. in 

THE PEACEMAKER 


Shows: 12:30, 2:15. 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA "2 


BULLET PROOF 


Shows: 12:30, 2:15.6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 
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CINEMA 


TEL: 699138 


CINEMA 


TELr677420 


PLAZA 


v 


SCREAM 

Shows: S:30, 10:30 


BEVERLY HILLS 
NINJA 


Shows: 12:00 2:00, 6:30 


CONCORD 



CINEMA 


COHCQS D * 1* 

Nadya Al Jundl, Ahmad Bodeir 
& Nahia Salameh.Jn 

RIDING HIGH 

Shows: 12:15. 2:15. 6:15, 8:15. 10:30 
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CMB3M P . '21 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


TEL: 079 33*30 

GALLERIA 2 

y 


ABDOUN 

Robin Williams .. in 

JACK 


Shows: 2:00, 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 

JL. 


CINEMA TEL: 079 33430 

GALLERIA 1 




ABDOUN 

ROMEO & 
JULIET 

Shows:2:00, 6:30, 8:30. 10:45 




(f Hi cham Vfrnon « l % mi oi H i a 

TEL: 625155 A 


NOW ON DAILY ■ 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Antal Ddbbas 




\ Pw reservations call: 640I5S. 625155 
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Sports 


New Jordanian record set at Perth 
World Swimming Championships 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two of the Kingdom's 
most promising swimmers returned 
home' this week after taking pan in 
the World Swimming 
Championships in Perth, Australia. 

Rania Ghosh eh and Hana Majaj 
were the only swimmers represent- 
ing Jordan in the high level meet 
which brought together the world’s 
top swimmers. 

Although both were eliminated in 
the preliminary heats, both the 
Jordan Swimming Federation (JSFj 
and their parents believe that they 
gained much-needed international 
exposure and experience. 

•‘It was a great experience for them, 
being one of the youngest swimmers 
at the event. Besides the honour of 
representing their country, it enabled 
them to leant new' techniques which 
they can utilise to upgrade their form 
as they prepare for upcoming region- 
al championships,” Ghosheh’s moth- 


er who is also a head of the JSPs 
national teams committee Sunday 
told the Jordan Times. 

Ghosheh set a new Jordanian 
record in the 100 metre freestyle 
with a time of 1 minute 05:92 sec- 
onds compared to her old record of 
1.06.54. 

She was the only Arab to take part 
in the 5 kilometre open water swim 
off Perth's northern beaches. 

Ghosheh clocked 1 hour 26.38 sec- 
onds and came in 2 1st in the first 
such participation for swimmers of 
the Kingdoms’ national teams. 

The Unired States won the event 
followed by Russia and Italy. 

Jordan was the only Arab country 
taking pan — a fact greatly appreci- 
ated by the International Swimming 
Federation FIN A who have spon- 
sored Jordan's participation. 

Ghosheh also took pan in the 200 
metre freesytle, 100 and 200m back- 
stroke, and 50m freestyle. 

Majaj on the oiher band took pan 
in the 100m freestyle, 100m butterfly 


and 200m medley. 

According to JSF vice president 
Tala'at Al Nasser, Ghosheh 16, and 
teammate Majaj. 15, were sent to 
Penh by the JSF in a move showing 
“their appreciation for their efforts 
and achievements." 

“Ghosheh and Maj^aj have proved 
to be the best in Jordan especially 
after their achievement in the last 
Pan-Arab Games which was held in 
Lebanon Iasi August." 

Majjaj took Jordan’s only swim- 
ming bronze medal in Beirut after 
taking third place with a time of 
2:32m in the 200m butterfly. 
Ghosheh took fifth place with 1:14m 
in the 100 backstroke, only cue .sec- 
ond apart from the fourth and third 
places. 

Both swimmers hope that experi- 
ence gained at such an international 
event will help them prepare for the 
next Pan-Arab Games which will be 
held in Amman 1999. 


Bulls 
manage 
to beat 
Nets 
inOT 


EAST RUTHERFORD, 
New Jersey (AP) — A con- 
troversial goaliending call 
with a half-second left in 
overtime gave Chicago a 
100-98 victory- over New 
Jersey on Friday night in a 
game Dennis Rodman 
missed after his first brush 
with trouble this season. 

Rodman was sent back to- 
Chicago by ‘coach ‘ Phil 
Jackson after missing the 
team shoot around Friday 
morning. The Bulls obvious- 
ly missed him as they- were 
out rebounded 54-34 and 
allowed the Nets to stay in 
the game by scoring several 
key baskets after grabbing 
offencive rebounds. 

In the end, though, it came 
down to an alley-oop 
inbounds pass from mid- 
court that was grabbed by 
Jason Caffey as Nets rookie 
Keith Van Horn scrambled 
late onto the court after a 
time-out. As Caffey was 
ready to dunk the ball, 
Jayson Williams came over 
and attempted to block the 
shot 

Referee Tommy Nunez 
called goaltending and the 
Nets, with only four players 
on the court due to Van 
Horn’s tardiness, were out of 
luck. 

Michael Jordan scored 32 
points for Chicago, which 
won its fourth straight and 
seventh in eight games. 

* Indiana Pacers 106, 

Utah Jazz 102: At 

Indianapolis, Rik Smits 
scored 25 points, including 
two free throws with 24 sec- 
onds left that put Indiana 
ahead to stay, and the Pacers 
overcame a 15-point deficit 
in the second half to defeat 
Utah. 

Reggie Miller scored 22 
points and Antonio Davis 
had a season-high 21 as the 
pacers defeated the Jazz for 
the first time since March 19, 
1994, span of eight games. 

Karl Malone led Utah with 
26 points, while John 
Stockton had 18 points and 
11 assists. 

* Philadelphia 76er$ 98, 
Portland Trail Blazers 87: 
At Philadelphia, Derrick 
Coleman scored 14 of his 22 
points in the fourth quarter 
as the Philadelphia 76ers 
snapped Portland's four- 
game winning streak. 

Allen Iverson also bad 22 
points for the 76ers, who 
won their fifth straight home 
game for the first time since 
the 1992-93 season. The 
76ers are 7-3 overall in their 
Iasi 10. 

* Boston Celtics 89, 
Atlanta Hawks 85: At 
Atlanta, Antoine Walker's 
basket off a jump ball with 
31.7 seconds remaining 
broke a tie and the Boston 
Celtics, after squandering a 
22-point lead in die second 
half, defeated the Atlanta 



Chicago Bulls guard Michael Jordan (23) reacts after 
Jersey Nets forward Jayson Williams (551 during action 
game in the Medowlands Arena (Reuters photo) 


Hawks. 

• Miami Heat 102, 
Orlando Magic 90: At 
Miami, Tim Hardaway 
scored 27 points as Miami 
handed injury-plagued 
Orlando its sixth straight 
loss, the Magic’s longest los- 
ing screak in six years. 

Forward Horace Gram 
became Orlando’s latest 
casually when he dislocated 
his right ring finger in the 
second quarter. 

Miami's Jamal Mashbum 
scored 25 points, including 
15-for-I5 from the foul line. 
Isaac Austin added 21 points 
and 10 rebounds for the 
Heat, who shot 53 per cent 
from the field. 

• Phoenix Suns 93, 
Denver Nuggets 77: At 
Phoenix, the Denver 


Nuggets tied an National 
Basketball Association 
record for most consecutive 
losses in one season, drop- 
ping their 23rd game in a 
row. 

The Nuggets matched the 
single-season, losing streak 
record sec by Vancouver dur- 
ing the Grizzlies' inaugural 
season in 1995-96. 

Denver, 2-3S overall and 0- 
22 on the road, is closing in 
on the all-time record set by 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
who lost 24 straight games 
over two seasons in 1982. 

• San Antonio Spurs 81, 
Dallas Mavericks 75: At 
San Antonio, David 
Robinson had 17 points and 
1 3 rebounds as San Antonio 
won for the 19ih rime in 22 


he dunks the ball past New 
in the first half of their NBA 


games. 

• Vancouver Grizzlies 88, 
Golden State Warriors 80: 
At Oakland, California, 
Shareef Abdul-Rahim scored 
26 points, all in the first three 
quarters, and Vancouver 

pulled away down the stretch 
to hand Golden State its )3th 
consecutive loss. 

The Warriors are four loss- 
es away from tying the 
longest losing streak in fran- 
chise history. 
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Scuffles, injuries mar 
season-ending Jordan Cup final 


By Toreq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The season-ending Jordan Cup final turned 
nasty following Al Wihdat's 2- 1 win Friday night with at 
least two members of Al Ramtha Club admitted to hospital 
for injuries sustained following the match, Ramtha Club 
officials said Saturday. 

Club Spokesman Said Zoubi, said that player Laith 
Dardour and the team's paramedic Mohammad Zoubi were 
injured when some of Al VVihdat fans allegedly started 
throwing stones at the bus which was carrying the team fol- 
lowing the match. 

Mr. Zoubi said that the two were admitted to University 
Hospital, and Mr. Dardour was seriously injured and lost 
consciousness following the attack. 

He added that police arrived at the scene but failed to pro- 
tect the players. 

“We do not know why this happened. We lost the game 
and they won. We do not know why this attack took place.” 
said Mr. Zoubi. 

He said the police arrested several people for iheir role in 
the attack. 

The official accused the referees for the scuffle that erupt- 
ed between the two teams players during the second half. 

“The referees were no able to control the match and failed 
to contain the tension that erupted following the scuffle ” 
added Mr. Zoubi. 

A spokesman of Al VVihdat club denied that the attack was 
carried out by their fans and accused a third pony of being 
responsible for what happened. 

"We denounce this attack and we do not like to see such 
things happen in our country because ii harms everyone,” 
said Khader Sow wan. a spokesman for Al VVihdat Club. 

“We believe that this attack was carried by infiltrators 
who have nothing to do with our fans and we can assure our 
brothers in Al Ramtha that our fans were not responsible for 


what happened.” Mr. Sowwan told the Jordan Times. 

He said that many of his club’s fans were detained fol- 
lowing the match by the police "but some of them were 
released while other remain in custody" 

Mr. Sowwan said that he and the Al Wihdat Chairman 
Bahjar Shihab have visited the injured at hospital on 
Saturday. 

During the second half. Al Ramtha and Al Wihdat players 
exchanged punches which led to a five-minute halt of the 
final match, which Al VVihdat won to add to the Premier 
League and Cup Winners' Cup title of 1997. 

The two teams administrators entered the football field 
and tried to calm down the players. 

Mr. Zoubi said that if such mistakes by referees are not 
addressed “the club will reconsider its participation in all 
local sport events in the Kingdom.” 

He added that a meeting of the club's board of directors 
will be held to discuss the attack against the players and 
rake a decision on what action to take. 

Mr. Dardour. who was discharged from the Intensive Care 
Unit on Saturday, said that his team was leaving the stadi- 
um when they were attacked by fans who also entered the 
bus and threatened the players. 

He said that this is not the first time his club was subject- 
ed to such attacks following matches against Al VVihdat. 

Some of Al Wihdat fans told the Jordan Times that the 
police behaviour was provocative to fans and many were 
beaten by the police following and during the match. 

"The police were harassing our tans and started beating us 
when we tried to leave the stadium.” said a fan who asked 
not to be identified. 

Another fan claimed that some of Al Faisali fans — who 
are Al Wihdat’s main rivals — attended the match and pro- 
voked their rival’s fans during the match. 

Some of Al Ramtha fans also allegedly attempted to 
attack AJ Wihdat’s rhe bus bur were prevented by the police. 


Ghedina 
goes into 
history 
books 


K1TZBUEHEL, Austria 
(AFP) — Kristian Ghedina 
put himself in the history 
books here on Saturday 
when he became the first 
Italian to win a World Cup 
downhill on the famed 
Kitzbuehel piste. 

Ghedina clocked 2 mins 
05.49secs to finish ahead 
of Swizterland’s Didier 
Cuche (2:05.63) and 
Austria’s Joseph Strobl 
(2:05.85). 

"To win here is a dream 
come true,” beamed 
Ghedina. 

“I had two aims this sea- 
son. The first was to win at 
Kitzbuehel. The second to 
win an Olympic medal. 1 
am halfway there,’’ added 
the Italian, who apart from 
winning the first downhill 
of the season at Beaver 
Creek has had a disappoint- 
ing season. 

Cuche, who won the two- 
leg downhill sprint here on 
Friday for his first World 
Cup success, was equally 
delighted. 

“1 did not sleep last night 
after winning on Friday. 
All I wanted to do today 
was finish in the top ten. 
Second is a real bonus,” he 
said. 

Race officials were 
forced to halt the race after 
the 42nd skiier had com- 
pleted the piste. 







Denver Broncos quarterback John Elway stretches at the start of team practice 
at the San Diego Chargers training facility in San Diego, January 23. The 
Broncos will face the defending champion Green Bay Packers in Super Bowl 
XXXH January 25 (Reuters photo) 


JORDAN 
TIMES FAX: 
696183 


Villa For Rent 

For Diplomats/Executives 
Luxurious, spacious, near U.S. Embassy. Gardens, 4 
master bedrooms, dish, central antenna, carpeted 
floors, cupboards, first class finishing, Iroublefree 
electromechanical system. 

Conta.ct owner directly 

Tel.: 816154-(5926154) . 5921678 - Fax: 5932711 



1997 Honda Civic LX (silver), 1,600cc, 
American specifications, dual airbags, 
cruise control, Kenwood cassette stereo, 
fully loaded, 6,000 miles only. 
Reasonable price. 

Call: 5521728 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
AMMAN 

On the occasion of the 
Republic Day of India 

a flnq hoisting ceremony will be held on Monday. 
Januaiy 26. 1998 at 10:00 a.m. at the Embassy 
premises al First Circle, Jabal Amman (opposite 
Malhas Hospital). 

All Indians and persons of Indian origin 
with their family members are cordially 
invited to the function. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A TECHNICAL COOPERATION AGENCY 
has the following vacancies 

. Systems Analyst with the following 
qualifications : 

- University degree in computer science or 
information technology 

- Fluency in Arabic and English 

- 5 years of practical experience in systems 
analysis 

- Good knowledge of UNIX operating system, 
relational databases, networking and windows 
environment 

- Experience in carrying out computerization 
studies and in the evaluation of computer 
applications 

- Good knowledge of the latest equipment 
technology 

Programmer with the following qualifications : 

- University degree in computer science or 
information technology 

- Fluency in Arabic and English 

- 5 years of practical experience in Oracle 
Programming using : 

• SQL-forms 3.0, RPT 

• Developer 2000 (Forms 4.5 & Reports 2.5) 
Candidates with the above mentioned qualifications are 
|kindly requested to send their C.V. to the following 
address : 

P.O.Box 4 10360 Amman II M I 
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Speciol Eid rates ^ 


* JD 32.500 in a double in our 
standard wing 

* D 42.500 in a double room in our 
deluxe wing 

» JD 47.500 in a double room in our 
deluxe wing with sea view 

• Extra room for children in our 
standard wing at JD 30.000 per room 
per night including meals 

• Extra Room for children in our deluxe 
wing otJD 35.000 per room per night 
including meals 


RadissonJW 

« H « H > 


(jjE Room rates indude the following; ^ 

Buffet breakfast, buffet dinner, free 
voucher for Jamal's Bedouin Tent, free 
welcome drink voucher, Welcome faiife in 
the room. 


' — ((| Conditions J ' 

Rates are per person per night and in JD, 
subject to 1 0% government tax and 1 0% 
service charge - Up to 2 children ( up 12 
years old } in a parents room free of 
charge including above meals - Minimum 
of 3 nights stay - Package rate period is 
from 27.01 .98 to 04.02.98 


Kings Boulevard, P.O.Box 21 5, Aqaba - Jordan - Tel.: ++ 03 201 2426 Fax j ++ 03 201 3426 
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U.N. inspector believes 



Iraq hiding arms plant 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
senior U.N. official said on 
Friday he had “tantalising 
information'' that Iraq may 
be operating a secret biolog- 
ical weapons plant despite 
U.N. inspections and in 
defiance of an international 
ban. 

Asked whether he 
believed Baghdad had a 
working plant it was keep- 
ing secret from UNSCOM 
(U.N. Special Commission) 
experts, Richard Spertzel, 
head of the Commission's 
biological weapons team, 
said: “this is very likely." 

Mr. Spertzel, attending a 
seminar on UNSCOM’s 
work at the Washington 
Institute, declined to give 
any further details, includ- 
ing what agents he believed 
the plant was making or 
whether U.N. inspectors 
had sought to visit it. 

“We have good, tantalis- 
ing information but no con- 
crete information... that we 
can take to the Security 
Council. If we did, I think it 
would end the debate on 
ending the sanctions [on 
Iraqi immediately.” 

Mr. Spertzel was speaking 
on the day UNSCOM 
Chairman Richard Butler 
told the Security Council 
that Iraq appeared deter- 
mined to give no new infor- 
mation to the inspectors in 
any field. UNSCOM 
inspectors are looking into 
missiles programmes and 
chemical and biological 
weapons. 

Iraq is pressing for an end 


to the inspections and all 
U.N. sanctions imposed 
after the 1991 Gulf wan Mr. 
Spertzel said Iraq had the 
means to revive its biologi- 
cal weapons programmes 
almost immediately should 
inspections end. “Ail they 
need is the opportunity to 
do it," he said. 

In 1991 Baghdad denied it 
had any germ warfare pro- 
gramme, but was forced to 
provide details after an Iraqi 
defector disclosed informa- 
tion on the programme in 
1995. Iraq has admitted that 
it had facilities to mass- 
manufacture anthrax, afla- 
toxin and botulinum and 
had loaded them into more 
than 150 bombs and mis- 
siles. 

Although UNSCOM con- 
cedes there has been 
progress in tracking down 
and destroying other sectors 
of President Saddam 
Hussein's programmes to 
build weapons of mass 
destruction, they say they 
have been constantly 
stymied over biological 
weapons. 

A so-called “full, final and 
complete disclosure” of its 
biological programs given 
to UNSCOM in September 
was dismissed by the U.N. 
body as “not remotely cred- 
ible.” 

Mr. Spertzel said of the 
Iraqi document that “in vir- 
tually every paragraph it has 
errors of fact, errors of 
omission or errors of com- 
mission that is what makes 
the biological story so diffi- 


cult to assess 

Mr. Spertzel, a veteran of 
U.S. biological weapons 
defence programmes who 
has been working with 
UNSCOM since 1994, said 
he would be going back to 
Baghdad on Thursday for 
meetings on missile war- 
heads. 

He said Iraq was seeking 
to close the files by April in 
ail three weapons areas han- 
dled by UNSCOM — 
nuclear programmes are 
being inspected by the inter- 
national atomic eneigy 
agency in Vienna, another 
U.N. agency. 

“They are seeking a polit- 
ical solution, not a technical 
solution," he said. 

In the Security Council, 
Russia, France and China 
are indicating a willingness 
to be flexible while Britain 
and the United States 
remain adamant that 
Baghdad cooperate fully 
with the weapons inspec- 
tions before sanctions can 
be lifted. 

Expressing the inspector’s 
frustrations, Mr. Spertzel 
said: “Presently, all the 
experts feel like we are 
standing alone.*’ 

Mr. Spertzel said the bio- 
logical weapons pro- 
gramme had been the area 
the Iraqis had been most 
reluctant to disclose and 
noted that — because much 
of the equipment needed for 
such weapons has other 
possible pharmaceutical 
uses — it is very hard to 
track. 


Sex scandal Clinton’s punishment 
for knocking Israel — Arab press 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The 
growing sex scandal 
embroiling U.S. President 
Bill Clinton is a punishment 
from the “Zionist lobby" for 
his administration’s increas- 
ing criticism of the Israeli 
government, Arab newspa- 
pers claimed Saturday. 

“The fact that this scandal 
broke at the same time as 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu were visiting 
Washington was premedi- 
tated... to stop President 
Clinton putting the pressure 
on Mr. Netanyahu which 
the Arabs had been hoping 
for." charged the Saudi 
newspaper A1 Jazira. 

“The failure of the talks 
between Clinton and 
Netanyahu... proves that 
those who are behind this 
scandal achieved their 

objective," the paper 
alleged. 

U.S. investigators have 
alleged that President 

Clinton had an affair with a 
former White House aide, 
Monica Lewinsky, then 

pressured her to deny the 

affair in court, which would 
constitute obstruction of 


justice. 

Mr. Clinton has vehe- 
mently denied both the 
affair and that he committed 
peijury for denying the rela- 
tionship under oath when he 
testified last weekend in a 
sexual harassment lawsuit 


The allegations erupted 
Wednesday, a day after Mr. 
Clinton met Mr. Netanyahu 
and a day before he met 
President Arafat 

Another Saudi newspaper 
suggested the timing of the 
scandal was deliberately 
organised to ensure that the 
Israeli prime minister 
received lots of publicity in 
the United States for his 
views while the Palestinian 
leader got virtually none. 

“You have to ask whether 
pro-Israeli circles chose this 
moment to put pressure on 
the U.S. administration," 
said A1 Riyadh. 

“Has Clinton become the 
hostage of the Israeli sup- 
porters who surround him 
and, behind them, of a net- 
work of financial groups 
and secret services who are 
grasping the opportunity to 
change president?" the 
newspaper asked. 

A1 Ittihad, an official daily 
published in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), was 
equally adamant that 
President Clinton was "the 
victim of a campaign of ret- 
ribution aimed at seeking 
his impeachment after the 
attitude he showed to 
Netanyahu in recent 

months.” 

“The Zionists were proba- 
bly surprised when 

President Clinton con- 
demned Netanyahu's policy 
of [expanding Jewish] set- 
tlements [in the occupied 


territories]," the newspaper 
said. 

‘They were certainly 
angry when the president 
did not invite the prime 
minister to dinner or to hold 
a joint press conference as 
is the custom — it is why 
they reacted so swiftly" it 
claimed. 

Another UAE newspaper, 
A1 Khaleej, charged that 
both Ms. Lewinsky “and 
her lawyer are Jewish” and 
claimed that Mr. Netanyahu 
had said before his depar- 
ture to Washington that he 
would “see off the adminis- 
tration by using the 
Congress, the media and the 
friends of Israel" in the U.S. 

The Syrian official daily 
A1 Thawra predicted “fur- 
ther scandals or a worsening 
of the Monica affair if 
Clinton persists in his 
unhappiness with Israel.” 

Iraq’s official press 

warned that President 

Clinton might be tempted to 
order a military strike 

against Iraq to distract 
attention from his domestic 
difficulties. 

‘To distract attention from 
his sexual scandals, it is 
possible that President 

Clinton may commit a new 
military folly against Iraq,” 
said Babel newspaper. 

The UAE daily AJ Khaleej 
made the same suggestion 
Friday. 


Mideast church leaders look for 
way to stop dwindling numbers 


NICOSIA (AP) — In a pas- 
toral letter to their estimated 
14 million followers, the 
heads and representatives of 
more than 30 Middle 
Eastern churches lamented 
Saturday the region’s dwin- 
dling number of Christians 
and spoke of the need to 
raise their profile. 

The letter, issued after a 
one-day meeting of the 
Middle East Council of 
Churches, said Christians 
and Muslims must begin a 
dialogue to create a society 
in which all are treated 
equally. 

Today, Christians face 
many problems which keep 
them from effective partici- 
pation in public life, some- 
thing which in turn gives rise 
to feelings of fear and anxi- 
ety,” the letter said. 

“But despite these prob- 
lems, which test the pres- 
ence of Christians and their 


faith, we urge our sons... to 
deal with the present situa- 
tion in a spirit of objectivity 
and wisdom and free from 
exaggeration and scare- 
mongering,” it said. 

The dialogue, it said, 
would aim at a society 
“based on respect for multi- 
ethnicity and total equality 
among its citizens.” 

The letter pointedly avoid- 
ed discussing specific prob- 
lems facing Middle Eastern 
Christians, some of whom 
complain they lack civil and 
human rights. Muslim schol- 
ars, too, have long debated 
the role and place of non- 
Muslims in Muslim soci- 
eties. 

High on the list of 
Christian concerns in the 
overwhelmingly Muslim 
Arab world is the rapid 
decline in Christians’ num- 
bers and what many believe 
to be their political margin- 


alisation. 

“The number of Christians 
is dwindling everywhere in 
the Arab World,” said Tarek 
Mitri, a Lebanese who deals 
with inter-religious relations 
at the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. 

“Everyone has been whis- 
pering about the decline in 
the number, but now it is 
being openly discussed," he 
said. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Arab Christians have left the 
region for North America, 
Australia and Western 
Europe, mostly to seek a bet- 
ter life, but also to escape a 
Muslim revival which 
threatens to revive dormant 
Muslim tenets such as a spe- 
cial tax on non-Muslims. 

The rate of their departure 
has picked up pace in recent 
years with the rise in several 
Arab states of Islamist 


groups. 


KUKERS FOR GOOD HEALTH & HARVEST: Spectators look at people dressed in animal costumes 
dancing during an annual folk festival in the town of Pemik, some 40 kms south of Sofia Saturday. 
Dancers, named 'kukers/ call for good health and harvests in the coining year (Reuters photo) 


Norwegian officials leave for 
Algeria on fact-finding mission 


OSLO (AFP) — Two senior 
Norwegian diplomats left 
Saturday for a two-day visit to 
Algeria aimed at gathering 
info rmati on on the eruption of 
violence in die country and 
creating a dialogue with 
Algerian officials, the foreign 
ministry said. 

Odd Wibe, the former 
ambassador to Syria and for- 
eign minis try advisor for the 
Middle East, and Kjell 
Oestrem, Norway’s ambas- 
sador to Tmisia airo responsi- 
ble fix Algeria, are expected to 
return to Norway on Monday 
evening. 

‘1 am an envoy sent by 
Foreign Minister f Knut 
Vollehaek. I will get mfbimii- 
tion, show Norway's concent, 
and try to create a dialogue,” 
Me Wibe told the Norwegian 
news agency NIB. 

The pair will not have a 
security escort during their 
stay, which follows a 
European Union (EU) troika 
visit earlier this week. 

According to Mr. Wibe, 
meetings with the Algerian 
foreign ministry .and health 
nmrisuy as well as several for- 
eign embassies and UN. rep- 
resentatives are scheduled in 
what is viewed as a 
Norwegian diplomatic effort. 

Algerian authorities gave 
the green light for the delega- 
tion late Monday, though it set 
“some restrictions,” foe for- 
eign ministry said, adding that 
Algiers bas refused all propos- 
als concerning humanitarian 
assistance. 


EU disinclined to take farther action 
following disappointing Algiers visit 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Union is disin- 
clined to take further action 
to try to end the civil war in 
Algeria following foe disap- 
pointing visit to Algiers by 
the so-called EU troika. 

Deputy foreign ministers 
from Luxembourg, Britain 
and Austria, the previous, 
present and next presidents of 
the EU, were thwarted in 
their objectives by the 
Algerian authorities during 
their.. 18-hour . . visit last 
Monday and Tuesday. 

They had wanted to express 
EU solidarity with the 
Algerian people, tens of 
thousands of whom have 
been massacred in the con- 
flict between foe military- 
backed government and 
Islamists. 

They also intended to dis- 
cuss with the government 
how to help it to combat the 
violence, and try to persuade 
it to accept foe visit of a 
United Nations rapporteur for 
human rights. 

But they were not allowed 
to visit foe scene of recent 
massacres or even lay a sym- 
bolic bunch of flowers in 
memory of those killed, 
while the authorities contin- 
ued to reject any U.N. inter- 
vention in what they insist is 


an internal matter. 

The only message the troi- 
ka received from Algiers 
was, “If you want to help us, 
smash foe Islamic support 
networks which operate in 
some of your countries, 
notably Britain." 

A British source here indi- 
cated however that the EU 
bad no intention of restricting 
any dialogue with foe 
Algerians to the single 
demand. *We are prepared to 
listen.to the Algerian propos- 
als on terrorism but in a wider 
framework," the source said. 

Faced with this deadlock. 
EU foreign ministers meeting 
here Monday are consequent- 
ly expected merely to take 
note of foe troika's report on 
its mission. The Algerians did 
not even show any particular 
desire to make progress 
towards an agreement on 
economic links with foe EU 
which would facilitate 
exports to Europe. 

However. the British 
source said the foreign minis- 
ters would try to stress the 
positive aspect of foe troika’s 
visit, namely that it took 
place at all 

“Following the mission 
there is a mixed feeling of 
encouragement and disap- 
pointment within the EU," 


the source said. 

London is now looking for- 
ward to playing host to 
Algerian Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Attaf, at a date which 
has yet to be fixed. 

Early next month a delega- 
tion from the European par- 
liament plans to go to 
Algiers, but has not yet been 
given the green light, though 
Mr. Attaf agreed to it in prin- 
ciple in November. 

European public opinion is 
also, beginning to stir over 
Algeria, though it is still con- 
fused in the face of foe rigid 
stance taken by Algiers and 
the inertia of Western leaders. 

Human rights bodies say it 
is too simplistic to accept foe 
Algerian government line 
that the sole responsibility for 
foe massacres lies with the 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). 

In an interview published 
Saturday in the French left- 
leaning daily Liberation, 
German Deputy Foreign 
Minister Werner Hoyer said 
Algiers had much to gain by 
adopting a policy of trans- 
parency. 

"A great deal of doubt and 
mistrust could be dissipated, 
if Algeria agreed to open up,” 
he said, uiging that a UN. 
representative be invited. 


Algeria 


denies 

ex-PM’s 

massacre 

claims 


LONDON (R) — Algeria 
on Friday denied charges 
by former Algerian Prime 
Minister Abdul Hamid 
Brahimi that security 
forces were behind a wave 
of massacres that have 
claimed more than 1.200 
lives since the end of last 


year. 

These accusations 
which emanate from a for- 
mer Algerian official are 
groundless and idle talk.” 
Algerian Television said in 
a broadcast monitored by 
foe British Broadcasting 
Corporation. “Undoubtedly, 
they reveal a sense of spite 
against Algeria and of a 
deep political despair.” 

Mr. Brahimi, who was 
prime minister of Algeria 
from 1984-S8, told British 
members of parliament on 
Thursday foe government 
was responsible for foe 
massacres it has pinned on 
Islamist rebels such as the 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). 


Chirac urges Asia to keep markets open 


BOMBAY (AFP) — French 
President Jacques Chirac 
urged Asian leaders here 
Saturday to continue eco- 
nomic reforms and not to be 
panicked into protectionism 
following the recent turmoil 
in financial markets. 

Mr. Chirac told business 
leaders at the start of a three- 
day state trip that be had full 
confidence the region would 
bounce back. 

“The Southeast Asian crisis 
should not throw into doubt 
the necessary opening up of 
economies,” he told foe sem- 
inar of around 400 business- 
men. “We have all gained 
from the opening up of our 
countries' economies. It has 
been the key to foe Asian 
success" 

He said Asia was facing "a 
crisis of adaptation” but 
argued that the conditions for 
economic success — “work, 
savings and investment” — 
would pull the region’s 
economies out of the crisis. 

President Chirac’s trip will 
focus mainly on France’s 
economic ties with India. 

Mr. Chirac, who said his 
delegation included “the 
biggest names in industry 
and finance” added that 
France “was suffering from a 
lack of profile" in India. 

He said the two countries 
should aim to create “a more 
ambitious and expansive 
economic relationship." 

Mr. Chirac also said be 


hoped India's domestic and 
international airlines would 
soon buy aircraft from the 
French-led European consor- 
tium Airbus Industrie. 

The French president told 
Indian and French business 
leaders in Bombay: “In the 
field of transportation, I hope 
that the interest of your air- 
lines for Airbus would soon 
lead to an agreement" 

‘Trance is at your disposal 
for accompanying your 
development as our tech- 
nologies can meet the 
requirements of your coun- 
try," Mr. Chirac said. 

The European manufactur- 
er has said it was determined 
to sell more than 100 aircraft 
to India in foe next 15 years. 

He is being accompanied 
by a business delegation, as 
well as French Foreign 
Minister Hubert Vedrine, 
Technology Minister Claude 
AUegre and Economy 
Minister Dominique Strauss- 
Kahn. 

The political value of the 
visit was devalued by the fall 
of India's coalition govern- 
ment late last year. India 
goes to foe polls in February 
and March. 

President Chirac, foe first 
French head of state to visit 
India since Francois 
Mitterrand in 1989, is due to 
meet outgoing Prime 
Minister Inder Kumar Gujral 
and other political leaders in 
New Delhi on Sunday. 


The president Saturday 
kept the emphasis on trade, 
saying his visit was a vote of 
confidence in India. “I have 
confidence in India, in its 
reforms, in its will to open up 
and in our partnership.” 

Mr. Chirac said France 
wanted to take part in the 
development of India, a 
country which was “ready to 
become one of foe economic 
powers of the 21st century.” 
The fall of the coalition 
government in November 
led two other presidents. Bill 
Clinton of the U.S. and Boris 
Yeltsin of Russia, to cancel 
trips early this year. 

France - has around 150 
companies active in India but 
officials from both sides say 
there is huge room for 
improvement. 

France is .the eighth largest 
investor in India and its 18th 
largest exporter. It stands 
13th in foe list of importers 
of Indian products. 

President Chirac is due to 
attend foe Republic Day 
•parade in New Delhi on 
Monday as guest of honour. 
Both nations are keen to 
mend fences following an 
18-month freeze which start- 
ed in 1995. 

They fell out after 
Pakistan, India’s arch-rival 
with whom it has fought 
three wars in the past 50 
years, announced it was set 
to buy French Mirage fighter 
jets. 



U.K. motor racing 
hero Mansell banned 
from driving ~ 


LONDON (R) — British 
motor racing hero Nigel 
Mansell was banned from dri- 
ving for six mouths this week 
after being caught speeding' 
on public toads far a third 
time. Police tracked Mansell 
cruising at over 145 kphinhis 
turbo-charged Bentley last 
December The top speed 
limit in Britain is :110 kpE 
Mansell's lawyer said 
apologised for breakfo^tj^ 
law. The car “is well 5 
against noise ancL.it i 
over 110 kph 



realising it," she said. 
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Woody Allen “rggp: 
doesn’t believe 


lawyers or rourtsfj^V 

NEW YORK (AP)^gn 
jacket and basebaft^'cap; 
prospective juror “Woody) 
Allen told a judge be doe&j 
believe in lawyers, foe courts 
or foe legal system .The 
American director, who. was 
called for jury duty in civil 
court, reportedly told Judge 
Paul Bookson: The courts do 
not serve justice.” The direc- 
tor lost a bitter and very pub- 
lic child-custody battle with 
actress Mia Farrow in 1993 
and recently married bar 
adopted daughter* Soon-Yi 
Previn. 


Spice Girls 
hire cooks for 
bug-less world tour 


LONDON (AFP) — Britan’s 
top female singuag group, foe - 
Spice Girls, are planning to 
hire a legion of cooks for foeir 
upcoming world tour to 
reduce health hazards, foe 
Daily Star reported Three of 
foe five Spice Girls have suf- 
fered from food bugs in recent 
months, forcing the group to 
cancel a concert in- -Canada 
and an appearance on 
Canadian * Television. - fa 
future, the girls say they will 
not eat any more foreign food 
and will stick to grilled meat 
They will each have their per- 
sonal cook, for a total budget 
of $400,000. 


Liz Thylor and Rod - 
Steiger reportedly 
romantically involved 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Oft-married Elizabeth Taylor 
and Oscar-winning veteran 
actor Rod Steiger are romanti- 
cally involved according to 
syndicated U.S. gossip 
columnist Liz Smith. Tayloi; 
66 next month, and Steiger. 
72, who won an Oscar for his 
role in “In the Heat of foe 
Night.” are “more than just 
good friends," Smith said in a 
report which appeared in sev- 
eral U.S. newspapers. 


Boy 12, is Britain’s 
youngest father 


BEDFORD (AFP) — A 
schoolboy just turned 12, 
became Britain’s youngest 
dad when his girlfriend aged 
16 gave birth to a boy. Sean 
Stewart was given leave from 
his school to attend foe birth 
of Ben Louis at Bedford 
Hospital in eastern England. 
Sean was only 11 and his 
friend Emma 15 when foe 
became pregnant last sum- 
mer. However, Sean will no t 
go into foe Guinness Book of 
Records which only counts 
the youngest mothers. 


Thra cian treasures 
on U.S. tour 


SOFIA (AFP) — More than 

500 treasures from the ancient 

kingdom of Thrace are 
embarking on a tour of foe 
U.S., the Bulgarian culture 
ministry said The gold,-fover 
and ceramic artefacts daie 
from the 13th to 4th centuries 
BC. It wffl be’ the biggpst 
exhibition of Thracian foe* 
suras outside foe country. The 
20-month tour starting on 
Feb. 9 takes in seven US- 
museums, in Samt Louis, JFtrt 
Worth, San Francisco, New' 
Orleans, Mem p his, Boston 
and Detroit Thrace was foe 
name given to a region of 
southeast Europe now occu- 
pied by parts of modern-day 
Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey- 
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